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PROTECTION MADE EASY... 
GROUP RATES MADE EASIER! 
Destination of 


As a member of the Concordia University Alumni your choice! 
Association, you can SAVE on your home and (OR $6,000 IN CASH) | === 
auto insurance through preferred group rates 
while enjoying high-quality insurance products 
and outstanding service. 
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so you get the coverage that’s right for your needs... 


and the peace of mind that goes with it! 1 866 352 6187 


(Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.) 








Insurance program sponsored by the 


CU A A if) Insurance 


Concordia University Meloche Monnex 


Alumni Association 


The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex home and auto insurance program is underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY and distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance 
and Financial Services Inc. in Québec and by Meloche Monnex Financial Services Inc. in the rest of Canada. 


Due to provincial legislation, our auto insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan. 

*No purchase required. Contest ends on January 16, 2010. Skill-testing question required. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Complete contest rules available at MelocheMonnex.com. 
Meloche Monnex® is a trade-mark of Meloche Monnex Inc. 
TD Insurance is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, used under license. 
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Webbed and wireless 


Internet and telecommunications 
advances greatly affect today’s 

world. This creates opportunities and 
reveals challenges in equal measure. 
Fortunately, Concordia boasts a cadre 
of expert faculty members and alumni 
whose teaching, research and work 
tackles the issues of and sheds new 
light on the world of Web 2.0. 

















Cover: Jason Lewis 
and Skawennati 
Tricia Fragnito, 
co-founders of 
Aboriginal Territories 
in Cyberspace. 


Credit: 
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Un passionne 
d'art canadien 


Francgois-Marc Gagnon apporte 
toute son expérience et son 
expertise a l'Institut de recherche 
en art canadien Gail-et-Stephen-A.- 
Jarislowsky de Concordia. 


Par Lucille Hagége 
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Concordia presents Loyola Medal to 
astronaut/neurologist, Dr. Roberta Bondar 


SATELLITE IMAGE COURTESY OF NASA GobbDArp SPACE FLIGHT CENTER, RETO STOCKLI 


n1g992, when Dr. Roberta Bondar, PhD, blasted off aboard 
the Space Shuttle Discovery, she became Canada’s first 
woman astronaut and the world’s first neurologist in space. 

On March 4, Concordia presented the prestigious Loyola 
Medal to Dr. Bondar for that achievement and her other, stellar 
accomplishments as a scientist, educator, environmentalist 
and nature photographer. University President and Vice- 
Chancellor Judith Woodsworth and Loyola Alumni Association 
President Jim Donaldson, L BSc 52, bestowed the medal on 
Dr. Bondar at a ceremony at Loyola High School in Montreal. 

After receiving the medal, Dr. Bondar told the audience of 
about 50 alumni, students, faculty members and guests how 
honoured and humbled she felt to join the esteemed list of 
previous Loyola Medal recipients. Dr. Bondar, who was born 
and grew up in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., lauded Concordia for 
recognizing Canadians’ achievements and acknowledged the 
significance of alumni associations. “I believe that alumni 
associations keep the enthusiasm going for their schools. 
Auniversity is only as good as we make it after we leave,” 

Dr. Bondar pointed out. Noting that previous Loyola Medal 
recipients included the late Quebec politician Thérése F. 
Casgrain and opera star Maureen Forrester, she said that 
“finally, I now know what it’s like to not be just the first woman.” 

Woodsworth said she felt privileged to assist in bestowing 
the award on a woman with multiple talents and numerous 
accomplishments—including 24, honorary doctorates from 
both Canadian and American universities—who tirelessly 
promotes the value of higher education. 

She added that since 2003, Dr. Bondar has been chancellor 
of Trent University in Peterborough, Ont., and she’s a 
skilled nature photographer, has worked with the American 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), has 
consulted on corporate and social responsibility and is an 
environmental champion. “How she manages to juggle all these 
roles successfully is quite the achievement already! I wonder 
if there’s anything this woman cannot do?” Woodsworth asked 
rhetorically. 

The Loyola Medal, one of the highest honours awarded by 
Concordia University, was created in 1961 by the Loyola Alumni 
Association and the administrators of Loyola College, one of 
Concordia’s two founding institutions, as a permanent tribute 
to outstanding Canadians. Previous recipients 
include Lieutenant-General (Ret.), 
the Honourable Roméo Dallaire, 
Senator, in 2006, the late 
Oscar Peterson in 1997 and 
the late Governor General 
Georges P. Vanier, L BA 
06, in 1963. 











Loyola Alumni Association President Jim Donaldson (left) and Concordia 
President and Vice-Chancellor Judith Woodsworth (right) bestowed 

the prestigious Loyola Medal March 4 on Dr. Roberta Bondar at Loyola 
High School in Montreal. Dr. Bondar also delivered a public lecture 

called “Suspended above a Turquoise Bubble” to an enthusiastic crowd 
of about 300 at Loyola High School's Eric Maclean, S.J. Centre for the 
Performing Arts. 


Following the ceremony, Dr. Bondar delivered a colourful 
public lecture to an enthusiastic audience of about 4,00 
in Loyola High School’s Eric Maclean, $.J. Gentre for the 
Performing Arts. Her presentation was called “Suspended 
above a Turquoise Bubble” because, she explained, from 
outside the atmosphere the Earth appeared to her asa 
“turquoise bubble” that is beautiful yet fragile. “You see the 
Earth in a way you ve never seen it before. It’s an extraordinary 
view of the bubble of life,” she said. “It made me feel like I’m 
an insignificant speck.” 

Dr. Bondar emphasized that we must all do our parts to 
be ethically responsible in our continuing exploration and 
exploitation of resources on the Earth and beyond. “We 
shouldn't be ashamed of being a life form that explores, but 
we should be ashamed if we don’t think of possible negative 
effects of that exploration,” she said. 

Throughout her presentation, Dr. Bondar displayed spectacular 
photos she took from Discovery, as well as from later air flights 
above the Himalayas, the Sahara Desert and the Canadian arctic. 
(These and other stunning shots can be found in her four photo- 
essay books, including Touching the Earth | Key Porter 

Books, 2004,]). “I felt so much a part of the planet and 
I wanted to share the beauty of the land,” she said, 
adding that society must foster—not dampen— 
curiosity to advance the understanding of 
our world. “As long as you're curious, 
you ll want to learn,” she said. m 
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“3 i TRAVEL PROGRAM 


An adventure of a lifetime 


If you are a Concordia University graduate, we invite you to 
take part in our exciting alumni travel program and revel in 
the cultural and educational experiences it offers. Explore 
the wonders of the Nile, tour the historic city of Bucharest, 
soak in the lushness of the New Zealand landscape or 
embark on an adventure to Dubai. 


Waterways of Holland and Belgium 
from $2,495 — April — May 2009 


Italy’s Magnificent Lake District 
from $2,595 May 2009 


Cruise: Ukraine and Romania 
from $2,195 June — July 2009 


Village Life on the Dalmatian Coast 
from $3,255 September — October 2009 


Ancient Greece 
from $3,255 September — October 2009 


Destinations for 2010 are coming soon! 


To register or for more information, 

visit alumni.concordia.ca/travel, 

call 514-848-2424 ext. 3819, or contact 

Michelle Grostern at michelle.grostern@concordia.ca 


“ Prices are per person based on double occupancy and 
do not include airfare. 
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hen I see Concordia students 
working feverishly on their 





laptops around campus, I reflect 
on my own student days. As a young 
graduate student, I put in very long 
hours at the library. In those days, 

you had no choice: research meant 
heading out in rain, snow, heat or cold; 
thumbing through the card catalogues 
to locate books that might or might not 
be on the shelf; making notes by hand 


on colour-coded index cards; and, in my 


case, typing my thesis on a pink Smith- 
Corona manual typewriter my mother 
bought me when I was 12; mailing 
drafts to my thesis advisor overseas and 
waiting for a snail- mail answer. 

Some of you might remember those 
times. Those of you who have grown 
up in the digital age will have trouble 
believing that there was ever a time 
without computers or that we were ever 
able to get anything done! 

Life is irrevocably changed for our 
students. They now have access to 
information—at any time and from 
anywhere. We've put in place the 
resources, infrastructure and staff to 
support their technological needs and 
make it possible for them to expand 
their ways of learning and expanding 
their knowledge. 

Concordia’s technological savvy 
reaches beyond our two campuses. We 
have researchers integrating effective 
teaching and learning practices into 
higher education; expanding internet 


published without the full name of the 
correspondent. 


use in developing countries; and 
refining tools for cyber forensics, text 
messaging, ecommerce and historical 
research, for example. Others are 
using new technologies to change the 
world: giving aboriginal communities, 
homeless people and leading-edge 
young artists a voice and platform to 
advocate for social justice. 

Our alumni, too, are at the forefront 
of world-class innovation. I couldn't be 
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prouder of the ways in which Concordia 


grads are making their mark. 

What's next? It’s impossible to 
predict where technology will lead us. 
But wherever it is and whatever we 
encounter next, you can be sure that 
Concordians, as they have always done, 
will lead the way. m 


Judith Woodsworth, PhD 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
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Better to give than to receive 


As a child growing up in Montreal, my parents 
always taught us that it's better to give than 
to receive. Even around Christmas time, the 
theme was about giving. I've tried to guide 
myself by that principle ever since. 


I'm fortunate that my work as a beneficiary 
attendant with special needs children at the 
Montreal Association for the Blind (MAB)- 
Mackay Rehabilitation Centre allows me to 
give back every day. (The MAB merged with 
Mackay Rehabilitation Centre in 2006.) 


| studied therapeutic recreation at Concordia 
and graduated in 2001. While still in school, 

| began to volunteer at the MAB and, in 2002 
and 2003, was a counsellor at its summer 
camp. While my professional experience 

had been with seniors, one of my Concordia 
professors, Kit Standish, urged me to try 
something different and work with children. 
So | jumped at the chance to join the MAB 

in 2004 as a full-time teaching assistant. 


| now work mostly with children who are not 
only visually impaired or blind but also face 
many other, physical or mental challenges. 
Through recreation therapy, | attend to their 


rehabilitation and development needs and 
increase their communication skills, which 
are mainly non-verbal. Working with these 
special-needs children reminds me to be 
grateful every day to be where | am. 


| have alSo never forgotten the education and 
opportunity | received at Concordia, where 
| learned not only about recreation therapy 
but also about how to build self-confidence. 


It's only natural for me to want to give 
something back to my alma mater. That's 
why | proudly contribute to Concordia’s 
annual fund. | appeal to all other alumni 
to join me in giving back. 


kK Darpekior 


Katherine Dampolias, BA O1 
Beneficiary assistant, MAB-Mackay 
Rehabilitation Centre, Montreal 
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to support, your gift will help ensure our students enjoy the best possible 
university experience and graduate as leaders in their fields. 
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he 1996 edition of The Canadian 

Oxford Dictionary defined 

“Internet” as “an international 
computer network linking computers 
from educational institutions, 
government agencies, industry, etc.” 
That description made the ensuing 
“World Wide Web” sound like a vast 
conspiracy to undermine our societal 
foundations. 

How true! (Or so it seems.) In the past 
decade alone, the internet and wireless 
telecommunications technologies 
have seismically shifted the way we 
communicate, conduct business, access 
news and information, teach and learn, 
travel, spend leisure time and socialize. 
In his new book, What Would Google Do? 
(Collins Business), blogger and City 
University of New York Professor Jeff 
Jarvis Collins suggests that companies 
and individuals have to alter the way 
they think and act and follow the lead 
set by internet behemoth Google if they 
hope to survive in our evolving world. 

In the Concordia University Magazine's 
world of print media, the changes are 
coming fast and furious. I'ma long- 
time subscriber to Time magazine and, 
in early 2009, Time Inc. informed me 
that it was closing shop on its Canadian 
edition (although it would continue 
to send the U.S. edition). A few weeks 
later, I learned that Canadian printing 
giant Transcontinental was ceasing its 
publication of The Monitor, a weekly 
Montreal newspaper that had been 
around since 1926. The online version, 
themonitor.ca, remains available. 

This year promises to be an uphill 
battle for newspapers. The February 16 
Time cover story offered a prescription 
on “How to Save Your Newspaper.” 
(Answer: pay for online content.) Even 
the future of the Gray Lady herself, The 
New York Times, is in question. While it 
appears as though Mexican billionaire 
Carlos Slim will step in to save her, even 
the shadow of doubt over the continued 
viability of the iconic institution is 





clearly a sign of the, um, times. 


Our current economic situation would 
endanger these print publications 
regardless of other factors. But there’s 
no denying that an increasing number 
of people have altered their media 
consumption habits and exclusively 
access news and opinions from 
online sources, via wireless or wired 
computers, BlackBerries, iPhones and 
a plethora of other gadgets. The trend 
to virtual from tangible is unlikely to 
reverse itself. 

Is paper-based media all but dead? 
Not quite. Most of you are probably 
reading a print version of this article 
and will likely continue to gravitate 
toward print publications in the 
foreseeable future. Rumours of print 
media's total demise are premature, 
according to Concordia Journalism 
Professor Mike Gasher, who once sat 
on this magazine's editorial advisory 
board and serves as director of the 
Journalism Department. He also heads 


the Geography of News Project, which 
examines the differences—apparently, 
less that you'd expect—between the print 
and online versions of newspapers’ 
international coverages. 

Professor Gasher is among the 
umpteen Concordia researchers and 
pedagogues tackling the various issues 
surrounding the internet—and helping 
to distil truth from myth. Our cover 
story, Webbed and Wireless” (page 
8), features Gasher, along with nine 
other, Concordia professors and six 
alumni whose work is related to wireless 
telecommunications and the internet. 
(If we had the time and space, we could 
have added countless more faculty 
members and alumni!) 

Our subjects’ areas of interest— 
including education, business, website 
design and web access for the less - 
privileged—contrast widely. Yet, their 
work and research are giving birth to 
alternative means to tap into the internet's 
potential, build better tools to leverage it 
more effectively and securely, and advance 
our understanding of ever-changing 
technology and accompanying mindsets. 

These Concordians are making this 
“international computer network” seem 
less conspiratorial. m 
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Through the Concordia University Alumni Association, you can keep in touch with fellow alumni, 
give back to your university and enjoy exciting programs and activities that include: 

* Networking and career events 

¢ The Concordia Mentor Program 

* Chapter events, golf tournaments, reunions and more 


Benefits: 

* Concordia University Mosaik® MasterCard® 

¢ Preferred home and auto insurance rates with TD Meloche Monnex 

¢ Preferred life, accident, disability, health and dental insurance rates with Manulife Financial 

¢ Alumni Travel Program 

¢ Access to Concordia’s libraries, legal counsel and other services 

¢ With your Alumni ID Card, obtain savings on Via Rail, the Centaur Theatre, Budget Rent-a-Car and more. 


alumni.concordia.ca 514-848-2424, ext. 4856, or 1-888-777-3330 
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Jason Lewis and Skawennati Tricia Fragnite 
are co-founders of Aboriginal Territories in 
Cyberspace, a network of academics, artists 
Valea -Yod nl ale) Cole] ammo) a Clale Mm xedm ol) | 9 oda -t-1C-al-\N'e 
Aboriginally determined territories on the 
net. The duo has worked together since 1999, 
when Fragnito commissioned art from Lewis 
for CyberPowWow, an online gallery that is 
managed by and created fofAboriginals. 
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from first fations to second life 


Computation Arts faculty member Jason Lewis and alumna 
Skawennati Tricia Fragnito leverage digital media to explore 
the Aboriginal experience 


e re all immigrants in cyberspace.” So begins a 

2004, academic paper by Jason Lewis, an associate 

professor of Computation Arts. If cyberspace is 
indeed unclaimed ground, he asks, is it possible for Aboriginal 
people to claim portions of it? 

Lewis and artist/curator Skawennati Tricia Fragnito, BFA 
92, GrDip (DIA) 96, are looking into new approaches to tell the 
stories of Native Canadians by creating opportunities for them 
to define themselves in mass media “rather than be defined,” 
as Lewis explains. “We have the opportunity to participate in 
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the digital evolution. We don't have to 
be passive observers or the objects of 
technology's gaze.” 

To meet their goals, Lewis and Fragnito 
co-founded Aboriginal Territories in 
Cyberspace (AbTeC, abtec.org), a research 
project supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council. AbTeC offers a series of initiatives to expand 
and encourage Aboriginal internet presence and participation 
in shaping new media through web pages, online games and 
virtual environments. “AbTeC is one of many efforts to develop 
new ways for Aboriginal people to express themselves both 
individually and culturally,” Fragnito says. 

AbTe(C’s secondary focus is to explore how digital technology 
can be used for purposes other than those for which it was 
intended. This dovetails nicely with some of Lewis’s other 
research as founder of Obx Laboratory for Experimental Media 
(obxlabs.net), which is exploring new ways of working with 
visual language in the digital environment. 

One of AbTe(C’s initiatives is a series of workshops called 
Skins in which mentors and elders work with youth on 
traditional stories and translate them into a virtual setting 
from an oral format. “As an artist and a teacher, I would like 
to see Aboriginal youth become producers of digital media. 

If more Aboriginal people were employed in the video game 
industry, we might see more interesting Aboriginal characters 
than the ones we see now,” Lewis says. 

To illustrate this point and 
put it to the test, AbTeC bought 
an island on Second Life, the 
virtual reality game. (While the 
land is virtual, the money is 
real.) “On the one hand, it is very 
much an Aboriginal territory 
in cyberspace,” says Lewis. 

“On the other hand, we're not 
interested in saying, We just 
want Aboriginals here.’ We want 
this to be a point of engagement 
with other people in cyberspace,” 
Fragnito concludes. 

While the art is digital and 
the worlds are virtual, Lewis and 
Fragnito aim to offer Aboriginal 
people opportunities for real 
conversations in real time. 


—Anna Di Giorgio 
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We have the opportunity to participate in the 
digital evolution. We don't have to be passive 
observers or the objects of technology's gaze. 


H nation 15 born 


Cinema’s Daniel Cross brings social media to street people 


t has been said that homelessness can befall anyone. 

This would include Department of Cinema Assistant 

Professor Daniel Cross, who doesn't dwell much on his 
own brief experience on the streets. Instead, Cross has 
championed a new-media career that tackles the issue, 
including the online project called Homeless Nation 
(HomelessNation.org). “I created the site as a first-person 
experience, taking away the voice of the ‘other’ in order to 
define and legitimize that experience,” he says. 

Cross is also an award-winning documentary filmmaker. 
Cross’s Homeless Nation project was inspired by his work 
on the film SPIT: Squeegee Punks in Traffic (2001), which takes 
a street’s-eye-view of some of Montreal's homeless and 
disenfranchised individuals. In 2004, Homeless Nation 
went live, both on- and off-line. The virtual version starts 
by providing homeless people with access to the internet. 
Outreach workers place donated computers in shelters and 


Filmmaker Daniel Cross, centre, heads Homeless 
Nation, which provides internet access—and a voice- 
to the homeless. Homeless Nation won a 2008 award 
from the Society for New Communications Research 
Excellence based in Palo Alto, Calif., and a 2008 
Canadian New Media Award. 
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drop-in centres and provide training on how to use them. 
HomelessNation.org features its own slant on Facebook as a 
social networking site that contains resources, live feeds, 
debate and the launch of films, images and podcasts. It is also 
a hub for its nomadic members to stay in touch with loved ones 
and a means to educate family and friends who access the site 
to look for missing relatives or make donations. 

The project also taps into support from volunteers, 
outreach workers, community groups and film co-ops to 
assist homeless people through workshops, internet access 
and, even, with camera equipment. “This is self-esteem 
through self-expression. People are given soup and shelter 
but the rest of society doesn’t attend to them,” Cross says. 


This is self-esteem through 
self-expression. People are given 
soup and shelter but the rest of 
society doesn't attend to them. 


Homeless Nation’s network includes more than 4,000 full- 
time members. Administered under the non-profit Homeless 
Street Archive, Homeless Nation has developed chapters and 
representatives in Victoria, Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal, 
Quebec City and St. John’s. 

Still, its future is uncertain. Homeless Street was launched 
with financial support from the National Film Board of Canada, 
the Canada Council, the Canadian Independent Film and 
Video Fund and Quebec’s Fonds de recherche sur la société 
et la culture. But its pilot funding ends this year and Cross is 
scrambling to strike new partnerships. “We're at the point 
where we have the database and the social network. Now 
it’s time to mine that research and see how it can be used 
with institutions, government departments and community 
groups, Cross says. 

“This is a model to show that street people can control their 
own voice and media representation. Coming directly from 
the source is the best way for us to get this information and to 
research issues for solutions that work.” 

—David King 


Visit HomelessNation.org for more information or to make a 
donation to the project. 
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Mike Gasher's research looks into online newspapers’ global news 
coverages. Against expectations, the research shows that papers’ 
international coverages have not increased, Gasher points out. 


ARTS AMD SCIENCE 


Remapping the news warld 


Journalism’s Mike Gasher compares news coverage 
of traditional and online newspapers 


o online newspapers focus more on international news 

than their print versions? That's the question posed 

by the Geography of News Project, a research initiative 
launched in 2000 by Journalism Professor Mike Gasher, PhD 
(comm. studies) 99. 

Gasher and his research assistants examine the flow of news 
from media outlets, including The (Montreal) Gazette, The 
National Post, Le Devoir, The Chicago Tribune, The Los Angeles 
Times, Libération, The Times of London and Haaretz. “We're 
looking at journalism as a form of cartography or map making,” 
describes Gasher, who is also the director of the Department 
of Journalism. “In stories, pictures, everything that journalism 
produces, we re asking what kind of ‘map’ they draw of the 
community and the larger world.” 

The Geography of News Project seeks answers to questions 
such as: given The New York Times’s devoted international 
readership, how local can—and does—its online version 
remain? Or how does an event in Pakistan tie into the interests 
of the online news readers of The Globe and Mail? 

“News judgment is based on what is of interest to readers. 
Once online, you don't have to restrict yourself,” says Gasher. 


al 
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“So the question is: what kind of news package do you put 
together? What area does the paper feel primarily responsible 
for and what area does it orient that news towards? If 
something happens in Haiti—and our Haitian population in 
Montreal is a large one—is it a local, national or international 
story? One of the first things journalists learn is to imagine 
their readers when they re writing. And that’s much more 
complicated today.” 

The Geography of News has yielded some surprising results. 
Despite a wider potential reach and fewer time limitations, 
online versions have not fanned out. For example, the online 
Globe and Mail is more likely to report on events in Toronto 
and Ontario than on what’s happening in, say, Saskatchewan. 
The United States, the United Kingdom and France remain the 
focal point of the papers’ international news in spite of online 
newspapers abilities to access reports and reach audiences 
that span the globe. Africa and South America continue to be 
largely invisible online. 

Gasher feels that newspapers’ websites are still 
experimenting with their coverage because they have to 
familiarize themselves with online advertising and readership 
markets. He dismisses the idea that print media is becoming 
an endangered species and stresses that there is actually more 
print today than ever, although papers have been shrinking in 
size. “People ask that question. But they also asked if movies 
would still be around when television came along. And I can't 
think of a news medium that has really disappeared, except 
newsreels,” Gasher says. 


—David King 


omen and the web 


Communication Studies Associate Professor Leslie Regan Shade 
examines women's relationships with the internet 


re girls at as much risk from online predators as 
government and media would have us believe? 
Not according to 
Leslie Regan Shade, 
an associate professor 
in the Department 
of Communication 
Studies. 

Shade has analyzed American public service 
announcements warning girls about potential online threats. 
“The ads make it seem as if girls are in need of constant 
protection. While young men are offered millionaires like 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg as online role models, 


CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


It's not just access to technological 
infrastructure that should concern 
us but what women are doing online. 


Leslie Regan Shade is an associate professor in the Department 

of Communication Studies and director of the MA program in Media 
Studies. Shade’s research interests include young women's online social 
networking behaviours and their impact on social activism. 


females are presented as posting suggestive images of 
themselves and easily falling prey to nefarious contacts,” 
Shade says. Her own research indicates young women are a 
far more internet savvy than expected. 

Shade’s many, other scholarly interests include how digital 
technology affects gender equality. “It’s not just access to 
technological infrastructure that should concern us but what 
women are doing online,” Shade says. “For instance, are they 
uploading information?” Her findings indicate that women 
are avid bloggers and are contributing a great deal to cultural 
knowledge. 

Shade is a board member of Media Action Média, a public 
interest group that promotes gender equality through media 
analysis. Last year, the group collaborated on a study with 64, 
women aged 17 to 24,. Many participants were upset about how 
social networking sites, such as Facebook, could infringe on 
their privacy. “They were concerned—as | am—about their 
online information being used for third-party marketing and 
surveillance,” Shade says. 

The Media Action 
Média project also 
investigated whether 
young women use social 
networking sites to 
engage in feminism and 
other forms of social activism. The answer was no but Shade 
says this might be changing. “Look at how online sites helped 
the Obama campaign, especially in getting young people to 
vote, she cites as an example. 


Her newest project called Mapping Media Justice Policy 








Activism in the United States and Canada, is supported by 
Concordia’s General Research Fund. It will look into how 
organizations influence policy changes through online 
networks and forums. “I’m particularly interested in how 
women’s groups use online means to influence the media 
reform movement,” Shade says. The movement is gaining 
momentum as people become increasingly concerned about 
the changing nature of publishing, media concentration, the 
impact of market-oriented content and who funds educational 
and local content. 

Shade says that she strives to conduct her 
research with various public interest groups. 
“I have something to contribute to the shaping 
of public policy in Ganada and other countries. 
Concordia encourages its professors to do this 
kind of collaborative bridging of academic and 
public interest research.” 

—Julie Gedeon 


You can read Leslie Regan’s blog called Them’s Fightin’ Words 
at shade.mirverburg.net. 


Looking for synergy 


Communication Studies faculty member Matt Soar’s CINER-G 
project shakes up how traditional stories are understood 


att Soar, an 
assistant professor 





of Communication 
Studies, suggests each 
person's life story 
encompasses a web of ideas 
amassed from a selective 
recollection of personal 
experiences or interactions, 
such as conversing with 
others, observation, browsing 





the internet, reading, 


Communication Studies 
Assistant Professor Matt Soar 
is principal investigator the 
Concordia Interactive Narrative 
Experimentation Research 
Group, or CINER-G. Group 
members include five Concordia 
researchers and creators from 
the humanities: Soar, Monika 
Kin Gagnon, Jason Lewis, Tim 
Schwab and Elena Razlogova. 


watching television and 
listening to the radio. “Life is 
not merely a single narrative 
arc with a beginning, middle 
and end. It’s encountering all 
kinds of stories and believing 
in a certain set of ideas based 
on these fragmented morsels 
of information,” Soar says. 


Recognizing this mishmash, Soar and his Concordia 


colleagues are exploring non-traditional structures for 
storytelling as part of a three-year project called Concordia 
Interactive Narrative Experimentation and Research Group, 
otherwise known as CINER-G (pronounced “synergy”). “We're 
studying and making time-based media—such as documentaries 
and experimental works—with a focus on the smallest narrative 
units, or SNUs, that can make sense as a story fragments on their 
own, says Soar, CINER-G’s principal investigator. 

In some of these interactive productions, audience members 


Life is not a single narrative arc. It’s about 
encountering all kinds of stories and 
believing in a certain set of ideas based on 
these fragmented morsels of information. 


can select each SNU order based on what they find most 
interesting in the stories as they surf through content. 

Students and teachers participate as research-creators by 
making their own interactive documentaries and experimental 
films. “If we go through the process of repeatedly making work 
in this nonlinear way, we can have a more informed discussion 
about database narratives,” Soar says. 

All narratives relate to the themes of memory, migration and 
media. Soar says that he is looking at a traditional documentary 
about the relationship between psychoanalysis and tango 
dancing in Buenos Aires to see how it turns out when he 
dissects it into SNUs. 

To make this kind of filmmaking deconstruction available 
to everyone, CINER-G is collaborating with Berlin-based 
artist Florian Thalhofer to redevelop his Korsakow software, 
which allows those with no coding experience to organize the 
SNUs based on keyword associations. “It'll be simple to use, 
especially with the support documentation we re including,” 
Soar promises. 

The upgraded, open-source Korsakow software's 
applications will extend beyond artistic expression. For 
example, one architectural student has used it to prepare a 
portfolio of an urban redevelopment project. And an American 
hospital is interested in its feasibility as an interactive tool for 
helping autistic children. “All these unanticipated uses are very 
exciting, Soar concludes. 


— Julie Gedeon 


To find out more about CINER-G, visit cinerg.ca. Korsakow software 
can be downloaded from korsakow.com. 
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Elena Razlogova is director of Concordia’s Digital History Lab. She has helped develop a research software called Zotero, whose name is loosely based on 
the Albanian word zotéroj, which means “to acquire, to master,” as in learning. 


for participation in historical research and interpretation. 


i a dio il fi uy SG Razlogova and her colleagues at Concordia and George 


Assistant Professor of History Elena Razlogova’s new software Mason universities developed a program to facilitate the 
simplifies the management of research findings from the web organization of audio and video. Called Vertov, this plug-in 
or for video and audio files addition to Zotero lets you keep an audio or video file intact 
while isolating portions of it to annotate. “It really speeds 
f you re a student or academic still writing copious research things up because all the information related to a keyword can 
notes on three-by-five index cards, grab a wastepaper instantly be accessed,” Razglova says. 
basket now! Your life is about to get easier, thanks in good She relied on Vertov to store and analyze nearly 150 radio- 
part, to historians like Elena Razlogova. show audio files for her upcoming book, The Listener's Voice: 
Before joining Concordia as an assistant professor of History The Cultural Economy of Radio, from the Jazz Age to the Cold 
in fall 2005, Razlogova collaborated with historians and War. Zotero made it simple to link close to 3,000 letters 
software writers at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va., from listeners and other information relevant to specific 
to develop Zotero. “It’s an easy-to-use program that lets you audio segments. Razlogova demonstrated Zotero and 
collect, manage and cite your research sources directly within a Vertov’s research value in January at the American Historical 
web browser, which is how most of us get our informationthese — Association’s annual conference in New York. One of the sound 
days,” Razlogova explains. clips featured part of a 1940 true-crime radio show about a 
She has continued to suggest ways to improve Zotero college graduate who robbed a bank. “A listener wrote to the 


since becoming the director of Concordia’s Digital 


History Lab, which she established shortly ’ hij: 
after her arrival in Montreal with the help | t Ss aN e€a Sy to USe p Frog ram t h at | ets yo U 


of a Concordia start-up equipment grant. mana g e yo ur researc h sources d i re ct | y 
As part of the university's Centre for Oral 


History and Digital Storytelling, the lab fosters within a web browser, which IS where most 
the creation of websites that appeal to the public of US get our information these days. 
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producers asking them to reconsider their story because many 
people were hungry during the Great Depression and robbing 
a bank might have been a last resort. His letter puts the story in 
a different context,” Razlogova recounts. 

Staying true to the Digital Lab’s commitment of making 
history more accessible, Razlogova will build a website that 
features some of the controversial radio moments discussed 
in The Listener's Voice 
and the letters they 
generated. “I'll show 
how the correspondence 
influenced the direction 
of a show and the industry in general,” she says. Razlogova adds 
that she then plans to set up an online forum that will generate 
further discussions about radio’s history. 


—Julie Gedeon 


More information about Concordia’s Digital History Lab and 
how to download Zotero and Vertoy for free is available at 
digitalhistory.concordia.ca. 
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HGCS online 


Associate Professor of Finance Arshad Ahmad brings his award- 
winning teaching skills to his online course 


|) rshad Ahmad, BComm 79, is an energetic communicator 

who can smoothly shift gears if he senses his ideas are not 

getting through to others. This skill has served Ahmad 
well in the classroom. Since arriving at Concordia in 1982, the 
associate professor of Finance has won a series of teaching 
awards, including a citation for excellent teaching by the 
Concordia Council on Student Life. 

It’s no wonder he has easily adapted to cyberspace through 
his popular online course, Personal Finance. 

Ahmad had modest goals back in 1999, when he launched 
Personal Finance, the JMSB’s first online offering. “It was 
supposed to be an experiment to collect data,” says Anmad. 

At the time, he was also pursuing a PhD in Educational 
Psychology, Cognition and Instructional Design at McGill 
University. “I had developed a model for learning online and | 
needed to validate which tools would work. The course wasn't 
meant to be the beast it became!” he explains. 

While the JMSB was supportive about exploring the 


Technology should enable you to do 
something you cannot do otherwise. 





possibilities of online teaching, students were extremely 


enthusiastic. “We thought maybe 50 would sign up, but our 
first-time enrolment hit 4.00, which moved us to an entirely 
different level,” Ahmad recalls. 

Ahmad, who coordinates Personal Finance through 
eConcordia (see sidebar, page 22), attracts between 4,00 and 
500 students on average. He has authored the accompanying 
textbook and refined the 
course over the years. 
He often shows video 
clips of interviews with 
high-profile experts 
and provides students with the opportunity to collaborate with 
them through threaded online discussions, for example. 

Ahmad’s pedagogical commitment is unquestioned. In 1992, 
he was named a lifetime 3M (Canada) National Teaching Fellow 
and now coordinates the 3M National Teaching Fellowships 
Program, which rewards educational leadership and teaching 
excellence at the post-secondary level. He also co-founded 
the Institute for the Advancement of Teaching in Higher 
Education. Ahmad is convinced online courses serve students 
well. “My principle is that everything has to be aligned with 
improving student learning. The medium becomes secondary,” 
he says. 

Ahmad points out that some courses are better suited to 
cyber-instruction than others. “A case course is difficult to 
teach online, for example. The rich interaction you create in 


The JMSB's Arshad Ahmad coordinates the popular online course, 
Personal Finance. Ahmad recently traveled through northern Quebec 
to consult with Cree youth. He has since applied some of the cyber- 
instruction ideas developed from those discussions to build a web 
portal that provides the Cree with information and support to foster 
entrepreneurship. 
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the classroom is important to meeting the goals of the course 
and online technology doesn’t leverage that. Technology should 
enable you to do something you cannot do otherwise.” 

One thing technology can do—for both online courses and 
conventional classroom teaching—is free instructors from the 
time-consuming task of developing materials. “With online 
resources, you can find and present quality content about 
almost anything,” Ahmad says. “So instead of worrying about 
what we are going to teach our students, we can attend to how 
we hook them on the subject matter, the actual motivational 
aspects of teaching.” 


—Patrick McDonagh 


Internet equality 


The JMSB’s Chitu Okoli believes improving internet access for 
less developed nations will increase their economic opportunities 


hitu Okoli, an assistant professor of Decision Sciences 
and Management Information Systems, wants to help 
bridge the digital divide between industrialized and less- 
developed nations by making the internet a more universally 
accessible business tool. This divide has been especially wide 
in sub-Saharan African nations, such as Ethiopia, Ghana 
and Sierra Leone. Until recently, these countries lacked the 
telecommunications infrastructures and many of the financial 
foundations—including personal credit cards, loans and 
electronic transactions—that western nations take for granted. 
If information is, indeed, power, access to information 
technology is power-plus. Okoli, a native of Nigeria, underlines 
the relationship between socio-economic factors and 
e-commerce, such as stock trading using the internet 
and making electronic payments. 
“Sub-Saharan countries can gain the 
most benefit in actually changing people’s 
lives, in giving them new economic 
opportunities to help themselves. And 
economically, information technology 
is one of the best ways to do so, notably 
through the use of e-business,” Okoli says. 
Okoli arrived at Concordia in fall 
2003 after earning a PhD in Business 
Administration (Information Systems 
and Decision Sciences) from Louisiana 
State University (LSU). His interest 
in information systems in developing 
countries was cemented as a grad student 
at LSU, where he met Victor Mbarika, a 
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renowned researcher on the subject. 

One area Okoli has researched is the interplay between 
a nation’s culture and its adoption of new information 
technologies. Academics often use two attributes to measure 
how well a nation will adopt new technologies: power distance, 
which measures respect for authority; and risk tolerance, 
which is the degree to which individuals accept or avoid risk. 

Contradictorily, Okoli found that while in sub-Saharan 
Africa there is a higher risk tolerance and stronger degree 
of respect for authority than in western nations, the effect of 
these attitudes on technology adoption is irrelevant. “Such 
cultural factors do not keep these nations from adopting 
new technologies. Although more risk averse than many 
westerners, once they have a working model, they are willing 
to adopt it and believe in its potential,” he says. 

Okoli recently shifted his research focus to open-content 
software in which individuals in communities create, modify and 
share content. He is investigating the mechanisms of information 
creation through Wikipedia, the free, collaborative online 
encyclopedia, as well as other, open-content projects. “Most 
of the academic articles that came out on Wikipedia a few years 
ago were short and very critical,” says Okoli, who has received a 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant to study 
Wikipedia. “However, numerous scholars like me now consider 
it a legitimate and valuable—albeit not always accurate—source 
of information. I believe that the open-source mechanism is a 
superior technique for creating high-quality products.” 

—Perry J. Greenbaum 


The JMSB's Chitu Okoli, at left, with family members in Lagos in 2005. 
Okoli was in Nigeria for an international conference on information 
technology in less developed countries. His research examines the 
relationship between e-commerce and socio-economic factors. 
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ENGINEERING AND 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 


Cyber sleuths 
Professor Mourad Debbabi heads the Concordia Institute for 
Information Systems Engineering, which fights internet crime 


through research in the growing field of cyber forensics 


nternet crime is a serious threat. While the Net’s ease of 
accessibility (in most countries) is one of its most attractive 





| features, it also makes businesses and individuals more 
susceptible to security breaches. Even national financial and 
political institutions are at risk. Case in point: In 2007, the 
Baltic state of Estonia suffered a serious and sophisticated 
cyber attack that crippled its information technology (IT) 
infrastructure for three weeks. 

Fortunately, Concordia’s cyber cops, led by Professor 
Mourad Debbabi, are on the case. Debbabi is director of the 
Concordia Institute for Information Systems Engineering 
(CIISE), whose main research focus is IT security through 
cyber forensics. This emerging field combines engineering 
and computing science with IT security software to extract 
information and data from computer storage media and 
guarantee factual accuracy and reliability, 
primarily for legal purposes. 

“Cyber forensics provide scientifically 
proven methods to gather, process, interpret 
and use digital evidence in order to bring 
a conclusive description of cyber-crime 
activities. Even though cyber forensics is 
in its infancy as a discipline, it is extremely 
pertinent,” Debbabi explains. 

“With the dazzling proliferation of information and network 
technologies, security is emerging as one of the most important 
challenges that computing research has to face. Individuals, 
corporations and organizations are exposed to various 
threats that might result in severe problems, such as death 
or endangerment of human lives, financial loss, identity theft 
and denial of service,” he adds. 

Given IT security's mounting relevance, Concordia’s Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer Science has recently hired seven, 
full-time faculty members with IT security expertise. The Faculty 
has also created two, specialized master’s degree programs, 
one in Applied Science in Information Security and the other 
in Information Systems Security. The 100 graduate students 
enrolled in these two programs receive further onsite education 
and training at CIISE’s Gomputer Security Laboratory. 





DANIEL CHOINIERE 
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Professor Mourad Debbabi, who holds a Concordia University Tier | 
Research Chair, was recently awarded a five-year appointment as director 
of the Concordia Institute for Information Systems Engineering, which 
focuses on IT security issues. 


Cyber forensics provide scientifically proven 
methods to gather, process, interpret and 
use digital evidence to provide a conclusive 
description of cyber-crime activities. 


Debbabi also serves as vice-president for the 
National Cyber Forensics Training Alliance (NCFTA) 
Canada, a recent initiative based at Concordia. NCFTA 
Canada’s membership comprises seven major Canadian 
organizations, including Rogers Communications, 
Microsoft Canada and the Streté du Québec (the 
provincial police force). 

“We are bringing together industry, academia and 
government to work in tandem and share information to 
combat cyber crime,” Debbabi says. “Cyber crime costs 
Canadian business billions of dollars annually. There is 
also the cost to national security.” Debbabi’s team works 
to ensure that cyber crime doesn’t pay. 

—Perry J. Greenbaum 
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CONFERENCE WEBSITE SCREENSHOT 





aParching to widen the net 


Among his many research initiatives, Computer Science and 
Software Engineering Professor Bipin C. Desai aims to make 
web research more user friendly 


magine an internet search engine that allows you to type 

in a question—in a natural language style—and provides a 

quick, short answer. This would be a refreshing alternative 
to Yahoo and Google, which often yield hit-and-miss results 
that number in the millions. These types of sites, referred to as 
“Q&A” sites, are already being developed at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the University of Edinburgh in 
Scotland. But when it comes to an operational, multilingual 
Q&A site, Goncordia’s virtual library known as the Concordia 
Indexing and Discovery System Databases (CINDID), sits alone. 

“We're in our third version now,” says Computer Science 
and Software Engineering's Bipin C. Desai, who heads the 
CINDI research team. “We've had about 4,0 students over the 
last few years who were working to come up with an easy-to- 
use querying system that would provide a precise paragraph 
to your question in English or French.” CINDI was awarded 
second place in the cross-language category at the 2007 Cross 


Language Evaluation Forum 





held in Budapest, Hungary. 





LWW W4 — Panel, left side Desai and his students are 


involved in several other, 
major research projects. 

One is called Conference 
Management System, which 
helps administrators manage 
academic conferences and 
allows conference program 





committee members to 


Bipin C. Desai (centre) at the 
First International Conference 
on the World Wide Web held in 
1994 in Geneva, Switzerland, 
where he led a workshop for the 
standardization of navigational 
and search aspects. 


review academic papers and 
debate anonymously. 

Since witnessing early 
internet systems, such as 
Word Wide Web Wanderer 
being absorbed by AOL or 
Mosaic engender Netscape, 
Desai has weighed the possibilities of catapulting Concordia’s 
own IT systems into cyberspace. He points out that Google 
started out as a graduate-student thesis project at Stanford 
University in Palo Alto, Calif. “At one time, we tried to raise 
capital for business initiatives but the dot.com industry fell 
apart,” he says. “One of the things we are planning in the 


near future is to use open source. If any of our projects takes 


off and becomes popular, it will be available to the 


worldwide community. The important thing is to make 
it available with copyright. Google has given Stanford a 
handsome monetary return and Stanford continues to 
have a stake in this venture.” 

Desai began teaching at Loyola College in 1968 and he’s been 
at Concordia ever since. “There are a lot of us who have gone 
through the early stages and are excited about the applications 
of new technology. I certainly hope these types of projects leave 
a legacy,” he says. 

—David King 


ALUMNI 


From Hollywood to Rideau Hall 


Warren Wilansky creates sites for celebrities and diplomats 


n the surface, Michael Moore and Michaélle Jean 

don't seem to have much in common. But they do share 

at least one thing: a connection to Warren Wilansky, BA 
96. The Communication Studies graduate’s website creation 
company, Plank Design, has fashioned sites for the American 
cinematic provocateur and Governor General of Canada, 
among many others. 

In 2000, just two years after he co-founded Plank, Wilansky 
read about Moore, the muckraking documentary filmmaker. 
“I went to his website and it looked, frankly, inadequate. So I 
sent him an email asking if he would be interested in talking 
about Plank redesigning his website. He called me that same 
afternoon,” Wilansky recalls. 

Plank not only re-worked Moore’s main site, Michael!Moore.com, 
but created ones for his subsequent films as well, including 
for the Academy Award-winning Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004, 
fahrenheit911.com). “The part of the story that is most 
impressive to me is that once he became extremely successful, 
Moore stuck with us. We continue to work together based on 


that loyalty,” Wilansky adds. 
Wilansky co-founded Plank 

two years after graduating ei ANK 

from Concordia. “I fought my 

entrepreneurial side for a long time,” he admits. “When you 


are a creative person, you feel that business and creativity can’t 
mix. Now, I realize that Plank is a commercial design studio 
and that the two can mix.” Plank Design, located in Montreal, 
employs a staff of 12 and serves clients across Canada and the 
United States, including the Canadian Medical Association, 
the Bell Centre and the Gillette Entertainment Group. 





While Plank initially focused on web 
design, it now offers complete digital 
solutions, including integration and content 
management. Plank provides those solutions 
to Citizen Voices (citizenvoices.gg.ca), which 
it designed for Michaélle Jean, Canada’s 
Governor General. 

“Citizen Voices was born out of a desire 
to connect with Canada’s youth,” Wilansky 
explains. “We conceived the design, content and functionality 
of the site with this key audience in mind.” Her Excellency and 
staff are already quite web savvy—they blog ona regular basis— 
so there was no need to train them on how to make social media 
a valuable communications tool. “For a head of state to have 
that kind of one-on-one connection with people is exciting 
and serves as an example to business leaders,” Wilansky says. 
And when the governor general wanted to take that experience 
one step further and hold a live chat on September 27, 2007, 
Plank was onsite to assist and watch what transpired first- 
hand. “It was exciting. Amazing, really!” 

—Anna Di Giorgio 


Warren Wilansky is president and founder of the website design 
company Plank Design. Wilansky says he’s been successful because 
“| remain aware of the people around me.” 
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The part of the story that is most 
impressive to me is that once he became 
extremely successful, [Michael] Moore 
stuck with us. We continue to work 
together based on that loyalty. 


Never sitting still 


Fay Arjomandi markets her mobile 
telecommunications innovations with bravado 


or most people, a chair is just a chair. But not for 

Fay Arjomandi, BEng (elec.) 98. “When I sit ona chair, 

I will notice if it is uncomfortable, wonder why it isn’t more 
comfortable and why someone hasn't done something about 
it,” Arjomandi says, adding that if you think about something 
long enough, you will find a solution. 

It should come as no surprise, then, to learn that Arjomandi 
is an engineer and entrepreneur—and a force of nature. In 
the early ‘90s, when she was 24, years old, she arrived in 
Canada from Iran via Sweden. She soon enrolled at Concordia, 
completed her undergraduate engineering degree in two and- 
a-half years (instead of 
the usual four) and then 
headed to Vancouver, 
where she completed 
one year of a master of 
sciences program at the 
University of British 
Columbia. 

Since she left school, 
Arjomandi’s climb has 
been head-spinning. In the 
past 10 years, Arjomandi 
has launched three 
start-up businesses, co- 
authored and registered 
12 patents and made the 
2006 Vancouver Business 
“top 4.0 under 4,0” list. 

In 2007, she was invited 
as a Canadian technology 
representative to the 

4th Annual Washington 


Briefing, a conference 






about Canadian and American economic policy and technology 


exchange sponsored by the White House. 

Arjomandi’s first telecom job after university was at MDSI, 
a company that produces software solutions for wireless 
mobile workforce 
management. She 
initially worked 
as a technology 
specialist and 
software developer in MDSI’s telecommunications division. 
But within a year, she pounced on an opportunity in the 
wireless data market. In 2000, she and a co-worker launched 
L3 Technology to pursue the development of wireless data 
location-based solutions, an untapped market at the time. 
“I knew nothing about starting a business. I discovered I liked 
it,” Arjomandi says. 

A specialist in wireless networks, applications and 
protocol development, Arjomandi possesses equal measures 
of intellectual curiosity and entrepreneurship. After L3 
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Fay Arjomandi, a wireless telecommunications entrepreneur, in her Richmond, B.C., 
offices. She looks to Bill Gates for inspiration. ‘He went from being completely focused 
on technology-and changed the way people use computers-—to now being completely 
focused on philanthropy, impacting people's lives but in a different way. | want to get 
to the point where | can make a difference socially,” Arjomandi says. 
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Technology, she launched Mobidia, a company that provides 

a software platform to enhance mobile data networks. 

Now, almost four years later, she is launching a company 

in the Vancouver area called disterNet, which will market a 
new—and still 
confidential— 
product. 
“There is 
no failure 

in trying. Even if the financial payout is not there, the 

experience is. And you can always go back to the job you had!” 

she says. 

Arjomandi won't be going back to her old job anytime 

soon because she keeps expanding her knowledge of wireless 

communications technologies in an industry that is highly 

receptive to innovation. With society as her mentor and a 

perceptive eye, “Youcan learn from everyone,” she says. 


—Anna Di Giorgio 





aigning on the digital line 


The electronic signatures provided by Tommy Petrogiannis’s 
company, Silanis Technology, prove efficient and secure for large 
agencies and companies 


down and get the job done,” says Tommy Petrogiannis, 
BEng 88. 


Good thing, because Petrogiannis is facing some serious 


ty iy i enjoy the crunch time, when you really have to bear 


crunch time. Silanis Technology, the Montreal-based 
company he heads as president, is actively creating strategies 
to penetrate the European market with its unique electronic 
signature technology while moving to its new corporate 
headquarters. 


| always had one simple rule of 
thumb: be the dumbest guy at the 
table. So I've hired great people. 


This type of pressure is nothing new for Petrogiannis. In 
1992, he co-founded the company with Michael Lauré and 
Joseph Silvester (who has since left), both of whom he met 


while working for Matrox 
Electronics shortly after 
graduating. Since then, he’s 
helped turn Silanis into a world 
leader in electronic signatures 
and e-signature process 
management. 

“Documents usually start 
electronically. And the need 
to sign off on them is one of 
the main reasons people go 
to paper. You used to have to 


scan the document back into Tommy Petrogiannis 


is president of Silanis 
Technology, whose electronic 
signature technology allows 
governments’ and businesses’ 
electronically stamped 
documents to be recognized in 
the U.S. as a legal signature. 


the electronic domain. Now, we 
avoid that step completely and 
stay electronic throughout the 
process,” Petrogiannis explains. 
Silanis’s e-signature process 
management tracks the signature 
from its origin—whether it’s an 
online click or a signature on a writing tablet—right through 
to the complex regulatory practices and stages demanded by 
different industries. It also records and stores evidence along 
each step in the process (including web screens viewed and 


Keeping Concordia up to speed 


Concordia’s IITS team satisfies the university's online and wireless needs 


ow do you electronically link 44,000 students, 2,000 faculty members and 4,500 employees without the dropped connections 
H and interrupting service that is the bane of any tech department? That's the problem Concordia University’s Instructional and 
Information Technology Services (IITS) works to solve every day. 

The IITS team has successfully dealt with these issues over the years by coming up with a number of firsts for Canadian universities. 
These include the deployment of wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi) for students across campus in 2001 and a Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
across that system in 2003. 

This fall, in partnership with Cisco Systems and Bell Canada, Concordia will become the first Canadian university to use Cisco's 802.1in 
technology in a bid to enhance its mobility infrastructure and offer a broader array of mobility services. 

The 802.11n system is a significant improvement in wireless service to students, faculty members and staff. It will open new doors to 
streaming and video lectures, guest-speaker sessions and eConcordia's distance learning courses. (See eConcordia sidebar, page 22.) 
The system is also a major leap toward merging Concordia’s indoor wireless network with a single, outdoor wireless one. While still a 
work-in-progress, the ultimate goal is to extend that outdoor wireless network to include the one-kilometre square radius around 
Concordia's Sir George Williams Campus. 

If fewer complaints are a barometer of how well the 801.11n is working, then Mike Babin, BSc 83, GrDip (comp. sci.) 86, IITS’s assistant 
director of communications, can breathe a sigh of relief. As recently as a year ago, Concordia's wireless system couldn't handle the load. 
“There were way too many people for our capacity. Something had to be done,” Babin says, adding that the McConnell Library and Hall 
buildings—where about half of the university students, faculty members and staff users congregate-went live with the new Cisco system 
in February 2008 and, by September 2008, nearly three-quarters of the Loyola and Sir George Williams campuses were hooked up. 
“This system means more efficiency for more people. We can handle more traffic quickly and with more security," he says. 

—lan Howarth 
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actions taken) to document the authenticity of the e-signature 


in an auditable and retrievable manner. 

While early sales were promising, Silanis’s first years 
in business were lean, with the company living from one 
contract to the next. But in 1997, Petrogiannis struck gold: 
he persuaded the United States Department of Defense to 
adopt Silanis’s software and the door to lucrative American 
government contracts soon swung wide open. (E-signing 
is now saving the U.S. Army an estimated $1.3 billion 
annually.) 

The market grew even larger in the wake of American 
legislation in 2000 that recognized electronic signatures as 
legitimate for consumer processes. © Everyone signs paper 
so the initial impulse is to hit the market horizontally,” 
Petrogiannis says. “But every marketplace has specific 
regulations around it, especially with consumers, so you 
need to go where you can add solid value.” In Silanis’s case, 
this means targeting government agencies, as well as the 
insurance and lending industries. Today, when Americans 
buy insurance or borrow money online, chances are they are 
relying on Silanis technology for a binding contract. 

“LT always had one simple rule of thumb: be the dumbest 
guy at the table. So we've hired great people. The idea is 
to keep evolving what you do to make yourself obsolete,” 
Petrogiannis says. 


—Patrick McDonagh 


Business of fundraising 


JustFundraising.com, led by Jolian Grant, leverages the internet 
to market and do business with fundraising organizations 


Bi ie {| y greatest satisfaction is seeing my business grow 





while also helping other organizations in need,” 

says Jolian Grant, BComm 94, Grant is president 
of JustFundraising.com, an internet-based company located 
in Montreal that markets services to organizations that raise 
money for worthy projects. 

It has served thousands of clients—drawn mainly from the 
United States—including university sororities and fraternities, 
church groups organizing mission trips to less developed 
nations and charitable organizations raising money for cancer 
research. 

JustFundraising.com buys products, such as cookie 
dough, popcorn and gift wrap, directly from manufacturers 
at wholesale prices. It then provides these products to 
organizations aiming to sell them to raise money. “ Let’s say 
a soccer team needs to raise $1,000. We might recommend a 
candy bar as a fundraiser. We then sell the candy bar to them 
for 50 cents each and they, in turn, sell it for one dollar,” 
Grant explains. 

Grant cut his teeth in the fundraising business in the 
early ‘gos while attending the JMSB as a marketing student. 


eConcordia delivers e-learning 


FO its modest beginnings in 2001, eConcordia (econcordia.ca)—the university's provider of online courses—has made significant 


strides in the expanding world of distance education. 


Since then, it has had close to 16,000 registrants and now offers 42 online courses, including 34 credit courses and eight, non-credit 


courses for industry-specific accreditations. The faculties of Engineering and Computer Science and Arts and Science and the John 


Molson School of Business offer courses that appeal to a diverse cross-section, including undergraduates, summer students, international 


students and independent and mature students. “A new wave of students means a new wave of technology,’ says eConcordia President 
and CEO Andrew McAusland, BA 82, GrDip (inst. tech.) 93. “eConcordia is all about keeping pace with students who have different life 


experiences from those of even five to 10 years ago.” 


E-learning courses are what McAusland refers to as a “hybrid” of online and lecture-type classes. “Our biggest challenge is finding 


course content,” McAusland admits. “We continually have to work to make courses contemporary. We want to make an enriched 


environment for online students. That’s why we have such engaging course sites.” 


He points out that distance education provides added value to the university. “Distance education is a growing and changing market. 


It's a tremendous branding opportunity for Concordia to make a name outside of the Montreal community.” 


-lan Howarth 


eConcordia will hold the first eConcordia Summit on September 10 at the Centre Mont-Royal in Montreal. The Summit will bring together 


some of the brightest minds from academia and business, including Apple computer co-founder Steve Wozniak, to discuss advances in 


technology and learning. For more information, visit econcordia.ca/summit2009. 








Jolian Grant is president of JustFundraising.com, which sells products 
that include candy bars and scratch cards to organizations looking 

to raise money. Grant credits Concordia marketing courses, such as 
Entrepreneurship and International Business, for having a positive 
influence on his professional development. 


He worked 20 to 25 hours per week for a local fundraising 
company, first as a sales rep and then as sales manager, in 
its Montreal office. After graduation, he moved to Toronto 
to become the company’s division manager. In 1997, Grant 
returned to Montreal to set up JustFundraising.com—a move 
he’s never regretted. The company now boasts 15 employees. 
“It’s something that I wanted to do since | was a kid,” he says. 
“LT also get to apply what I learned in marketing at Concordia.” 
A major part of Grant’s day is devoted to finding innovative 
ways to drive traffic—and business—to the company’s website, 
which mirrors the company’s name (JustFundraising.com). 
Such strategies typically include the use of blogs, direct 
marketing and search-engine optimization to increase the 
site’s rankings on Google, Yahoo and the like. Grant compares 
internet marketing to a game of chess. “You're always watching 
what your competition is up to while marketing your products 
to your customers,” he says. “It requires constant tweaking 
while, at the same time, being strategic, which is what I like.” 
—Perry J. Greenbaum 


Build it and get them 
to keep coming back 


Marketing project manager Catherine Barry looks for ways 
to ensure her online publications attract readers in the evolving 


world of Web 2.0 


self-described, long-time “internet dork,” Catherine 

Barry, BComm o6, has landed squarely in her element. 

After graduating from Concordia and dabbling ina 
family e-commerce business, Barry joined Montreal-based 
Transcontinental Media in 2008 as a marketing project 
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manager for its Digital Media division. She handles 
marketing for the online alter egos of some of Canada’s 
top-selling magazines: Elle Canada, Canadian Living and 

Style at Home, to name a few. But Barry insists that .com 
publications are more than just bit- based versions of their 
print counterparts. “It’s avery different world. The deadlines 
are a lot shorter; you need to respond to things quicker. It’s a 
different dynamic,” she says. 

Barry says she revels in the total paradigm shift that is online 
marketing: constantly updating content, researching emerging 
technologies and finding new ways to make and strengthen 
connections. She and her fellow marketers at Transcontinental 
use web analytics technology to track user behaviour on their 
sites. “You can see which pages are being viewed more, how long 
they're spending on a page, what countries and even what cities 
people come from,” Barry explains. “This industry is still so 
new and not everyone gets it yet. We don’t even get it ourselves 
sometimes because it’s constantly changing and evolving.” 

Barry adds that understanding users’ surfing behaviours 
is one of the main challenges to web marketing. “They're an 
unruly bunch,” she says. “They may click away from your site 
just as soon as they find it, and they re not easily duped. People 
think that they can just put something up on the internet and 
visitors will just come. And that’s simply not true. You have to 
think about your audience, how they re going to use you and 
how they're going to find you.” 

Barry is a big user of RSS feeds (condensed updates of news, 
blogs or other tracked items delivered to your computer), 
blogs and even micro - 
blogs—essentially, any 
tool that gives her insight 
into what’s going on in 
the world beyond her four 
walls. And Barry applies 
her own experience as a 
user to get into the skin of 
her target audience. “To 
keep growing, we have to 
look at how we're helping 
the people who read us, 
interact with and engage 
with us,” she says. “It’s 


Catherine Barry is a marketing project the basic question of 


manager for Transcontinental Media's 
Digital division in Montreal. Barry 

and her team leverage the internet 
tools at their disposal to analyze what 
works best to lure users/readers to the 
company’s online publications. 


entrepreneurship: how 
do you keep them coming 
back for more?” m 


—Rhonda Mullins 
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ssis a une table ronde lors 
de la réunion de préparation 
a la retraite organisée par 
"Université de Montréal 
en 1998, Francgois- Marc Gagnon, 
dynamique professeur d'histoire de 
l'art canadien depuis 35 ans, est un des 
hommes le plus malheureux du monde. 
Alors que ses collégues se réjouissent 


FRANCOIS-MARC GAGNON, DIRECTEUR DE L'INSTITUT DE RECHERCHE 
EN ART CANADIEN GAIL-ET-STEPHEN-A.-JARISLOWSKY DE CONCORDIA, 
PORTE L'HISTOIRE DE L'ART CANADIEN A DE NOUVEAUX SOMMETS. 


Bien qu il consacre sa thése de 
doctorat a l’artiste francais Jean Dubuffet, 
M. Gagnon se voit attribuer le domaine 
de l'art canadien a4 l'Université de 
Montréal, car il est le seul Canadien dans 
le Département d’histoire de l'art. « On 
venait de fonder le département et il y 
avait des professeurs de partout. C’était 
trés européen. Quand je suis arrivé, le 


Contrairement aux autres universités 
montréalaises, qui n offraient que 

des concentrations généralisées, le 
Département d'histoire de l’art de 
Concordia proposait depuis longtemps 
une concentration dans le sujet. En 
1998, M. Gagnon introduit donc 
d’emblée a M. Jarislowsky Vidée de 


créer un institut voué exclusivement 


UN PASSIONNE D’'ART CANADIEN 


d’étre enfin « débarrassés » de leurs 
éléves, libres 4 présent d’écrire le 
livre dont ils ont toujours révé, lui se 
sent dépossédé de son identité. « A 
65 ans, l’idée de la retraite m’a paru 
abominable >, se souvient-il. 

C’était sans compter sur le don du 
millionnaire et analyste financier Stephen 
A. Jarislowsky, généreusement offert a 
Université Concordia pour la création 
d'une chaire en Histoire de l’art canadien. 
M. Jarislowsky, grand collectionneur d'art 
national (voir « Stephen A. Jarislowsky : 
gourou de la finance et mécéne >, page 
26), insiste néanmoins sur un point : 
le titulaire de la chaire ne sera pas 
uniquement un excellent chercheur dans 
son domaine, il devra aussi étre capable 
de diffuser ses connaissances au public. 
M. Gagnon, formidable conférencier et 
grand promoteur du patrimoine visuel du 
Canada, est le choix idéal. « J'ai posé ma 
candidature et je n'ai plus jamais prononcé 
le mot retraite >, dit-il avec un sourire. 

Fils du critique d’art Maurice Gagnon, 
Francois - Marc Gagnon nait en 1935 a 
Paris ot son pére étudie a la Sorbonne. 
Il grandit a Montréal dans un univers 
imprégné dart et découvre l’artiste 
québécois Paul-Emile Borduas alors 
qu'il a a peine six ans. « J’ai toujours été 
dans un milieu ot l'on discutait d'art. 
Je suis tombé dans la potion magique 
quand j’étais petit >, dit-il. 
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directeur m’a dit : “Vous étes Canadien, 
vous ferez de l’art canadien.” > I] 
poursuivra cette discipline toute sa vie, 
devenant spécialiste de Borduas et des 
Automatistes, mais également des débuts 
de l’art canadien. 

Chercheur prolifique, il compte 4 son 
actif un grand nombre de monographies 
et d'études couvrant l'histoire de l'art 
québécois, des peintres de la Nouvelle- 
France a Riopelle. En 1978, il recoit le Prix 
du Gouverneur général pour sa biographie 
critique de Borduas. En 1999, il est décoré 
de l’Ordre du Canada. 

Mais tout autant que la recherche, 

c est l’enseignement qui passionne 

M. Gagnon, pour qui l’amphithéatre 

est un milieu naturel. « Je suis un peu 
comme un clown >, se moque-t-il 
gentiment. Et tous les médias sont bons 
pour ce professeur a la voix chaude et 
aux yeux bleus pétillants. Déja connu 
du public grace a sa série télévisée 
Introduction a la peinture moderne au 
Québec, présentée au Canal Savoir, 

il voit aujourd hui dans le projet de 

M. Jarislowsky l'occasion de partager a 
nouveau ses connaissances avec le grand 
public, mais aussi de les perpétuer. 


ESPRIT DE CONTINUITE 
L’'Université Concordia songeait 
depuis longtemps 4 se doter d’un 
centre de recherche sur l'art canadien. 


aux artistes du Canada, le premier en 
son genre au pays. « L’idée d'un institut 
m’a paru meilleure dans le sens ot! une 
chaire, c'est un peu lié 4 une personne. 
Et quand la personne disparait, la chaire 
disparait avec elle >, dit-il. L’Institut 
de recherche en art canadien Gail- 
et-Stephen-A. -Jarislowsky incarne 
aujourd hui cet esprit de continuité. 

Rattaché a la Faculté des beaux-arts 
de Concordia, situé dans le nouveau 
pavillon intégré Génie, informatique et 
arts visuels, l'Institut est un véritable 
coffre a trésor multimédia pour les 
chercheurs. I] exploite tous les outils 
du XXI° siécle pour promouvoir une 
plus grande appréciation et une 
compréhension approfondie de la 
culture visuelle canadienne, toutes 
époques confondues. En plus de 
proposer des bourses d’un an a des 
chercheurs de toutes les disciplines, 
il met a la disposition des visiteurs un 
centre de documentation doté d’une 
vaste gamme de dossiers imprimés et 
électroniques ainsi qu'une collection de 
cours magistraux sur les arts visuels en 
format vidéo et DVD, qui peuvent étre 
visionnés sur place. 

Ce centre propose des centaines 
de dossiers personnels appartenant 
a M. Gagnon—articles de journaux, 
documents personnels d'artistes, 
lettres, diapositives, images—et qui, 
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« L'idee d'un institut m’a paru meilleure 
dans le sens ou une chaire, c’est un peu 
lié a une personne. Et quand la personne 
disparait, la chaire disparait avec elle. » 


Francols Gy Gagnon est devenu 

le premier directeur de I’Institut de 
recherche en art canadien Gail-et- 
Stephen-A.-Jarislowsky en 1998. 

Il a été photographie dans les bureaux 
de I'Institut, au pavillon integre 
Génie, informatique et arts visuels. 


sans l'Institut, auraient disparu. En 
effet, les archives des professeurs sont 
souvent jetées quand ils partent a la 
retraite, bien qu elles puissent encore 
servir a d'autres chercheurs. « J’avais 
accumulé des tonnes de dossiers sur 
Borduas. C’est horrible de jeter ces 
documents parce qu ils représentent 
des heures et des heures de travail, vous 
savez, a chercher dans les journaux 
anciens une petite mention d'une 
exposition >. Aujourd hui, un chercheur 
intéressé par les Automatistes n’a 

pas besoin de commencer a zéro; il 
peut utiliser les dossiers du centre de 
documentation comme point de départ. 

Extension tout aussi importante 
de l'Institut, le site Web propose une 
foule de ressources constamment 
mises 4 jour. Ainsi, un catalogue 
raisonné électronique de |’ceuvre 
de Borduas (borduas.concordia.ca) 
reproduit les tableaux avec tout ce qui 
se sait sur eux, notamment la liste de 
leurs propriétaires. Cette information 
permet, entre autres, de déceler les 
fausses attributions. 

Et pour donner aux étudiants un 
accés privilégié aux sources primaires 
d'histoire des arts visuels au Canada, 
l’anthologie virtuelle de documents 
imprimés et d’archives Canadian 
Art Documents (art-history.concordia. 
ca/canada_documents/index.asp) met 
en ligne des documents artistiques 


produits entre la fin du XIX* siécle et 
le milieu du XX’. Plus qu'une simple 
banque de données bibliographiques, 
Canadian Art Documents rend accessibles 
des documents rares et difficiles a 
trouver, et ce, directement sur Internet. 
Chaque fiche de cette anthologie 
sans cesse grandissante comprend la 
reproduction numeérisée d'un document 
d’archives ainsi que des renseignements 
bibliographiques complets et un résumé. 
Fidéle 4 son mandat, l'Institut 
n appuie pas seulement la recherche 
dans ce domaine pour la communauté 
érudite, mais également pour tous les 
établissements d’enseignement a des fins 
pédagogiques et, surtout, pour le grand 
public. En effet, il établit véritablement 
des liens avec la communauté grace a 
des événements publics, tels que des 
conférences, des expositions et des 
cours magistraux. Et c’est cette partie 
du mandat que Frangois- Marc Gagnon 
prend tout particuliérement a coeur. 
































=VENEMENT INCONTOURNABLE 
A73 ans, le professeur Gagnon 



































fait réguliérement salle comble au 
Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal 
ou ses conférences annuelles sur l'art 
canadien, en frangais et en anglais, sont 
devenues un événement incontournable 
du programme culturel du printemps. 
L’an dernier, cet excellent 
communicateur a régalé l’assistance 


STEPHEN A. JARISLOWSKY : 
GOUROU DE LA FINANCE ET MECENE 


Stephen A. Jarislowsky est analyste financier, conseiller en placement et grand 
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Pays-Bas et en France et a servi dans l'armée américaine dans le Japon d’apres 


la Deuxieme Guerre mondiale. Il est revenu aux Etats-Unis pour obtenir un 


baccalauréat en sciences a I'Université Cornell, une maitrise a l'Université de 


Chicago et une deuxiéme maitrise, cette fois en administration des affaires a 


l'Université Harvard. En 1955, il établit Jarislowsky, Fraser & Company a Montréal, 


qui deviendra l'une des plus importantes firmes en gestion de fonds au Canada. 


Son récent livre Dans la jungle du placement : comment j’ai tiré mon épingle du jeu 


(Transcontinental, 2005) intégre l'histoire, la culture, la politique et les finances. 


M. Jarislowsky a créé 11 chaires S.-A.-Jarislowsky dans différentes universités, 


et ce, dans divers domaines. II détient notamment un doctorat honorifique de 
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de l’auditorium Maxwell-Cummings 
au musée avec une discussion sur 

les ages de la vie dans l'art canadien 
dans le cadre d'une série qui allait de 
L’enfance dans l'art canadien au XIX 
siécle a L‘au-dela et l art de la cote ouest. 
« Chaque fois, c'est un peu comme un 
cours avec un theme, explique-t-il. Et 
contrairement a ce que les gens croient, 
ona beaucoup de public. Les gens sont 
intéressés par l’art canadien. > 

Cette année, la série de conférences 
(détails sur canadianartnews.concordia.ca) 
portera sur la représentation de la 
dichotomie extérieure/intérieure, un 
théme vaste qui permettra a M. Gagnon 
d’introduire tout aussi bien des 
ceuvres religieuses anciennes que des 
installations trés contemporaines comme 
l’ceuvre de Samuel Roy- Bois, un artiste 
qui construit des boites dans lesquelles 
un énorme lit coincide avec l’espace. 

M. Gagnon ne palit pas non 
plus devant le cyberespace. Grace 
a eConcordia, le programme 
d’enseignement a distance de 
luniversité, il offre deux cours 
aux étudiants hors département : 
Introduction a l'art canadien et Du 
réalisme a abstraction. Ainsi, une 
étudiante qui vit dans le Grand Nord 
du Québec, dans une bourgade dotée 
d'une simple école primaire sans 
biblothéque, a pu suivre le cours 
du professeur Gagnon. Sur son €cran, 
elle a eu simultanément accés a la 
vidéo d'une de ses conférences, 4 une 
reproduction du tableau étudié, aun 
olossaire et a une base de données des 
peintres concernés. 

« Je pense que c est une belle initiative 
de l’université, observe M. Gagnon. 
L’Institut est devenu un centre de 
recherche important. Et moi, ga me fait 
comme une prolongation des cours >, 
ajoute-t-il avec un sourire. Dans deux 
ans, il envisage de passer la main, mais 
qu’on ne s attende pas a ce qu'il ralentisse 
ses activités d'ici la: « La retraite, c’était 
une affaire que je ne pouvais vraiment pas 
accepter parce que j} adorais enseigner. 

Et j'aime toujours ¢a. > m 


Lucille Hagége est journaliste a Montréal. 


Congratulations to the recipients of the 


2009 Dora Morrow Award for 
Excellent Achievement in the 
Visual Arts 


Shannon Collis is a graduate 

student in Concordia Faculty of 

Fine Arts' Design and Computation 

Arts program. Shannon's research 

interests include philosophy, art, 

material culture studies and human- 

computer interaction design. She 

has already earned a Bachelor 

of Visual Communication Design 

and an MFA from the University of Alberta in Edmonton. 
Shannon's work has been exhibited across North America, 
as well as in Europe and Australia. 


Josie-Anne Lemieux, BFA 

O08, earned her degree in Film 

Production from Concordia's Mel 

Hoppenhiem School of Cinema. 

Josie-Anne’'s film, De la téte aux 

pieds (From Head to Toe), has 

screened at several North America 

festivals. She also explored dance 

and worked with choreographer 

and dancer Véronique Gaudreau, BFA O08. Their project, 
Concrete, was presented in September 2008 at the Danse 
Buissonniere show at the Tangente space in Montreal. Josie- 


Anne is now pursuing an MFA in Film Production at Concordia. 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that the Association of Alumni of 
Sir George Williams University will hold its 


72™ Annual General Meeting 


Wednesday, May 13, 2009 


Alumni and the general public are welcome to attend the 
meeting, held for the purpose of receiving reports and the 
election of the 2009-10 board of directors and executive. 


The meeting will be followed by a cocktail reception. 


Faculty Club Lounge, Sir George Williams Campus 
H-76/7, Henry F. Hall Building 
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal 


RSVP by May 6, 2009 
Online: afumni.concordia.ca 
Phone: 514-848-2424, ext. 4397 


Information: Jennifer Cottin, Alumni Officer, Associations, at 
jennifer.cottin@concordia.ca or at 514-848-2424, ext. 3882 








Concordia University Alumni 
PANSSYoredt=ha(olam-Vivlanlalmac-vecoleralia (ela 
Awards Banquet 


Recipients of the 2009 Awards: 
Alumnus/a of the Year 

Peter McAuslan, S BA 72 

Humberto Santos Award of Merit 

Bruce Mallen, S BComm 58, S BA 64, LLD 04 
Benoit Pelland Distinguished Service Award 
Jim Donaldson, L BSc 52 

Honorary Life Membership Award 

Lois and Stan Tucker 

Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Walcir Cardoso 

Outstanding Faculty/Staff Award 

Sheelah O'Neill, L BA 74 

MBA Alumnus/a of the Year Award 
Nathalie Le Prohon, MBA 99 

Outstanding Student Award 

Stephanie Dotto 


Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Hyatt Regency Montreal, 1255 rue Jeanne-Mance, Montreal 
Tickets: $70 per person 

RSVP by Friday, May 8, 2008 

Online: afumni.concordia.ca 

Phone: 514-848-2424, ext. 4397 

Information: alumnievents@concordia.ca 


Advertise in 
Concordia University Magazine 


Concordia University Magazine 
provides advertisers with an 
ideal and cost-effective way of 
reaching our highly educated 
readership, which includes hs 
professionals, executives, - 
as well political, social and 
cultural leaders. 






Concordia University 
Magazine is sent quarterly 
—in the spring, summer, fall 
and winter-to more than 
90,000 alumni and friends 
of Concordia University and its founding institutions, Loyola 
College and Sir George Williams University. 


To place an ad or find out more about our rates, sizing, 
distribution, specifications and deadlines, contact Michelle 


Grostern, Coordinator, Alumni Services & Marketing: 


Email: Michelle.Grostern@concordia.ca 
Phone: 514-848-2424, ext. 3819 
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Sirk Georce WILLIAMS 


ir George Williams alumni can 

S expect Homecoming 2012 to 
feature the biggest and noisiest 
Georgian festivity in many years 
when the Association of Alumni of Sir 
George Williams University celebrates 
its 75th anniversary. Organizing 
committee chair Barbara Barclay, S 
BA 74,, BEd 76, is busy gathering fond 
memories, humorous stories, pictures, 
memorabilia—and lost Georgians! The 
committee is also compiling an oral 
history, a 75th anniversary memory 
book, a photographic collection and an 
art exhibit. 

If you would like to participate 
or contribute, are not currently 
on Concordia’s mailing list or 
know someone who should be but 
is not, please contact Barbara at 
barbara.barclay@concordia.ca. You can 
also mail memorabilia or documentation 
to her at Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, Concordia University, I'B 
520, 14.55 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, 
Montreal, QC H3GiM8. 


16TH ANNUAL 
ConcorDIA BOWLATHON 

n February, the Montreal Canadiens 

hoped to improve their camaraderie 
through bowling. The hundreds of 
Concordians who ve enjoyed the 
Concordia Bowlathon through the years 
can relate! 

On November 2, more than go 
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students, alumni and friends participated 
in the 16th Annual Concordia Bowlathon 
at Quilles G Plus in Montreal. In 1992, 
the Association of Alumni of Sir George 
Williams University initiated the 
Bowlathon. This year’s bowlers enjoyed 
a fun day and raised more than $7,700 
for Concordia student scholarships and 
bursaries. On hand were representatives 
of Montreal radio station Qg92 and 
members of the Concordia Stingers 
baseball team and Concordia Alumni 
Student Team, pictured above. Top 

row: Adarsh Mathur, Venkatesa 
Virahsammy, Kathy Assayag, VP, 
Advancement and Alumni Relations, 
and Thomas Karim Bellehchili; bottom 
row: Rafael Insignares and Yitian 
(Michelle) Su. J 


ENGINEERING AND 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 
n November 4, a distinguished 
Concordia alumni panel discussed 
employment perspectives in the 
construction industry with about 4,0 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science (ENCS) students in Concordia’s 
Henry F. Hall Building. The panel was 
made up of John Marcovecchio, BEng 
86, president of Magil Construction 
Corporation; André Desjardins, BEng 
85, executive VP of CIMA +; Gina 
Cody, MEng 81, PhD 69, principal of 
Construction Control Inc.; Christopher 
Depretis, BEng 08, traffic management 
supervisor for Construction Kiewit; 


and Jean Laramée, MEng 83, senior VP, 
Eastern Region — Canada, for Ivanhoe 
Cambridge. A lively question-and- 
answer period followed. 

On November 17, Denis Kefallinos, 
BEng 91, delivered an energetic 
“Presentation Skills” Seminar to 
more than 80 ENCS alumni and 
students in Concordia’s Engineering, 
Computer Science and Visual Arts 
Integrated Complex (EV Building). 
Kefallinos tapped into his experience 
as an executive solution engineer with 
business software giant SAP to reveal 
effective presentation strategies for 
computer science and engineering 
professionals. 


EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
FOR ALUMNI 
or three Wednesday evenings 

F in November, the AlumNights 
series invited faculty members to 
explore timely issues on politics, the 
environment and work/life balance. 
On November 5, the “Fallout from 
the American Presidential Election” 
was the topic for moderator Saul 
Carliner, associate professor of 
Education, Concordia lecturer John 
Parisella, L BA 67, Guy Lachapelle, 
professor of Political Science, 

and Leslie Regan Shade, associate 
professor of Communication Studies. 
On November 12, moderator Linda 
Dyer, professor of Management, Jim 
Grant, professor and chair of Biology, 
Damon Matthews, assistant professor 
of Geography, and Judith Patterson, 
associate professor of Geology, tackled 
“The Future of Our Planet.” And 

on November 19, Randy Swedburg, 
professor emeritus of Applied 
Human Sciences, and Shannon 
Hebblethwaite, assistant professor of 
Applied Human Sciences, explained 
that “Working at Leisure is NOT an 
Oxymoron.” 

The Alumni Book Club was launched 
November 27 in the EV Building. 
Stephanie King, a lecturer in the 
Department of English, and about 4.5 
alumni reviewed and discussed Loving 
Frank, the best-selling novel by Nancy 
Horan. 
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y45 Simone de Beauvoininstitute 


ART EDUCATION ALUMNI REUNITE 
ore than 200 Art Education 
M alumni gathered November 6 for 
a reunion and to celebrate the opening 
of the exhibition, “The Inner Space/The 
Outer Place,” at the Faculty of Fine Arts 
(FOFA) Gallery in the EV Building. The 
exhibition featured alumni and student 
artists: Carol Beer; Miriam Davidson, 
PhD oo; Martine Galarnea; Janette 
Haggar, BFA 94, MA oo; Natalie LeBlanc, 
BFA 02, MA 08; Lynn Millette, BFA 92, 
PhD 07; Adriana De Oliveira, BFA 00, 
MA 03; Hyo-Min Park; and Katherine 
Rochon, BFA 88, MA 07. The exhibition 
included paintings, photography, 
narrative writings and an oral history. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STREETS CAFE 
ore than 35 Concordia and McGill 
M alumni, students and friends 
gathered November 17 for the University 
of the Streets Café at Montreal’s Centre 
St. Ambroise to discuss “Science as 
we know it: is the earth really round?” 
David Secko, an assistant professor 
of Journalism at Concordia, and 
environmental consultant Sara Finley 
led and facilitated the heated discussion. 
Participants pointed out that while 
findings published in scientific journals 
affect our daily lives, this research is not 
accessible to the general public. They 
agreed that, as a society, we put blind 
faith in science and don't question its 
findings. For more information, visit 
univcafe.concordia.ca. 
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SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR INSTITUTE 
3OTH ANNIVERSARY 

oncordia’s internationally 
C renowned Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute commemorated its 30th 
anniversary November 21 at Montreal’s 
Montefiore Club. About 100 current 
and former faculty members and 
fellows, as well as students, alumni and 
other guests attended two afternoon 
panel discussions and then gathered 
for a cocktail reception and dinner. 
Concordia President and Vice- 
Chancellor Judith Woodsworth spoke 
about her strong ties to the Institute 
(she was an Institute fellow in the 80s). 
Woodsworth urged students to pursue 
leadership roles, noting the dearth of 
women in Canadian politics and top 
university positions. She also helped 
unveil a cake for the Institute’s first 
principal, Mair Verthuy, in honour of 
Verthuy’s recent Governor General's 


Holiday Skating Party - j 


Award in Commemoration of the 
Persons Case. (The Persons Case was 
the landmark, 1929 decision by the 
Privy Council that allowed women to be 
eligible for appointment to the Canadian 
Senate.) Pictured are the Institute’s 
interim chair, Chantal Maillé, Mair 
Verthuy and Judith Woodsworth. Ej 


STINGERS HOLIDAY 
SKATING PARTY 
undreds of Concordia alumni, 

H students, faculty, staff and local 
community members skated alongside 
Stingers mascot Buzz the Bee and the 
women's and men’s hockey teams at 
the Stingers Holiday Skating Party 
December 6 at Loyola Campus’s Ed 
Meagher Arena J. Christmas and 
other holiday melodies filled the air 

as participants skated and enjoyed 

hot chocolate and cookies, courtesy 

of the Concordia University Alumni 
Association and Advancement and 
Alumni Relations Office. Santa even 
stopped by, handing out gifts to the 
children, who enjoyed face painting and 
a visit from his elves. 


INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

t the 9th Annual International 

Students’ Holiday Party on 
December 27 in the ballroom of the Hotel 
Nelligan in Old Montreal, Concordia 
President and Vice-Chancellor Judith 
Woodsworth acknowledged that it could 
be a lonely time of year for international 
students because they re separated from 
their families. That's why she urged them 
to think of her as their mother, “which 
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could be a good thing or bad thing!” she 
joked. 

More than 250 students representing 
some 50 countries attended the 
Holiday Party. The event is an annual, 
complimentary dinner—organized by the 
Concordia University Alumni Association 
and Advancement and Alumni Relations 
Office—that aims to instill a sense of 
community and belonging in Concordia’s 
international students, many of whom 
were spending their first holidays away 
from home and experiencing their first 
Canadian winter. Woodsworth added that 
she and husband Lindsay Crysler, former 
head of the university's Journalism 
department, were thrilled to be part of 
the festivities. Concordia boasts more 
than 4,4,,000 students of all ages and 
backgrounds, including about 4,300 
international students from more than 
150 countries. Pictured enjoying the 
international cuisine are Chinese students 
Lulu Zheng and Zenyu Zhang. EJ 


FACULTY SHOWCASE 
s part of Open House 2009, 

| ee Concordia faculty members 
delivered a series of presentations on 
new and exciting research during the 
Faculty Showcase January 24, in the 
J. W. McConnell Building. 

History Associate Professor Steven 
High detailed his collaborative 
research project called “Life stories of 
Montrealers displaced by war, genocide 
and other human rights violations,” 
which examines the recollections of 500 
Montreal residents who fled large-scale 
violence in Rwanda, Haiti, Cambodia 
and Nazi Europe. More than 30 
Concordia alumni, students and friends 





International Students Party 
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attended the talk. 

Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Professor Pragasen Pillay explained 
that the most promising approach to 
dealing with our environmental crisis 
involves the combined implementation 
of solutions, such as renewable-energy 
sources and fossil-fuel alternatives. 
Pillay’s engaging presentation on 
renewable energy and sustainability 
attracted 55 students and alumni from 
engineering and non-engineering 
backgrounds. 

Studio Arts Professor Barbara 
Layne impressed her audience with 
her presentation entitled “I think 
your jacket is talking to me.” Layne 
reinterprets the art of weaving and 
draws on digital technology to create 
“intelligent textiles.” She integrates 
light-emitting diodes and tiny 
electronic circuits into the structure 
of hand-woven fabrics. Audience 
members had the chance to model 
and marvel at her “Jacket Antics” Ej 
and “Tornado Dress” projects. 


LOYOLA 

t its January 29 board meeting, 
A the Loyola Alumni Association 
made a special presentation to Father 
Marc Gervais, S.J., L BA50 Ef, 
for “his dedication, inspiration and 
humour.” Fr. Marc recently announced 
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his retirement after serving more 

than 4,0 years as a Communication 
Studies professor at Loyola College and 
Concordia. He also stepped down from 
the Association’s board of directors 
after more than 20 years of service. 

The following day, about 100 people 
joined the Loyola Jesuit Community for 
a farewell party at the Jesuit residence 
next to the Loyola Campus. Fr. Marc is 
now enjoying his retirement at the Jesuit 
residence in Pickering, Ont. 


TORONTO 

raving a winter storm, more than 

50, Toronto-area Concordia alumni 
came out to Queen Street hotspot the 
Rivoli on January 29 for a Pub Night with 
a Comedic Twist. The evening of laughs 
featured comedian Jo-Anna Downey, BA 
go. Having both studied and worked at 
Concordia, Jo-Anna shared how those 
experiences have positively affected 
her comedy career. She is lauded by 
the Toronto Star as a ‘storyteller par 
excellence... one of the most engaging 
women on the Toronto comedy scene,” 
and has appeared on CBC television, 
CTV, the Comedy Network and the 
Discovery Channel. The evening was so 
successful that organizers plan to repeat 
it in the future. Pictured above are 
Carlos Riley and Rudolph Allen, 
SBA 68. 


SAVE THE DATE 


The Garnet Key Society 
Alumni Cocktail Reception 


Come and meet Concordia University’s 


President and Vice-Chancellor 





Reconnect with former members of the Garnet Alumni in the Washington, D.C., Boston and New York areas are 

Key Society and induct the 52™ Garnet Key on: invited to cocktail receptions to meet Concordia President and 
Vice-Chancellor Judith Woodsworth. 

Saturday, May 16, 2009 


By invitation only WASHINGTON, D.C.: Monday, April 27, 2009, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., the Embassy of 
Canada, Canada Room, 501 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. RSVP by April 19, 2009. 
Information: Valerie Roseman, Alumni 


Officer, Affinity Chapters, at valerie. 
roseman@concordia.ca 


BOSTON: Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., the Westin Boston 
Waterfront, Sauciety Dining Room, 425 Summer Street. RSVP by April 19, 2009. 


NEW YORK: Wednesday, April 29, 2009, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., New York Athletic Club, 
President's Room, 10th floor, 18O Central Park South. RSVP by April 20, 2009. 


SAVE THE DATE Space is limited so reserve early: toll free: 1-888-777-3330; online: 


alumni.concordia.ca/register 


4° Annual Friends of 
Concordia Men's Hockey 
Golf Tournament 


Atlantide Golf Club, 2201 Don Quichotte Blvd., Graduates from the classes of 1959 and earlier, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979 and 1984 are 
Notre-Dame-de-l Beer Oh Que. invited to celebrate their respective 50, 45", 40%, 35", 30" and 25" graduation 
Green fees: $185 individual; $740 foursome , , ; 
anniversaries. If you would like to volunteer as a Class Champion for your reunion 
Saturday, May 30, 2009 class, please contact Erin Mullins, Associate Alumni Officer, Homecoming and 
Reunions, at erin.mullins@concordia.ca or at 514-848-2424, ext. 3881. 
Information: alumni.concordia.ca Help bring your former classmates together to celebrate this momentous occasion. 


W Concordia 
MV Senet 9 


(Oy ee)ul 
SAVE THE DATE! 


Head back to your alma mater and take part in 
these fun and exciting events and activities: 


> Homecoming Football Game 


> Family Fair Day 

> President's Reunion Brunch and Campus Tours 

> AbitibiBowater Lecture 

> Shuffle 20 

> Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony & Banquet 
» Mentor Program Speed-Networking 

... and much more! 


For more information, contact Valerie Roseman, Alumni Officer, Affinity Chapters, 
at valerie.roseman@concordia.ca or 514-848-2424, ext. 5647. 


Visit homecoming.concordia.ca for details. 
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Some graduates in this listing was produced in collaboration 
with the seniors group of 
the Cdote-des-Neiges Black 


Community Association and 


have received more than one 

degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 

individuals are listed under their launched November 2 at the 
earliest graduation year. Class Acts Bibliothéque interculturelle in 
reflects the style of the original Montreal. Eric is now retired 
submission as much as possible. after spending more than 60 
= years as a teacher and education 
h? Eric A. Llewellyn, administrator in his homeland, 

S BA (fine arts), recently 


completed a book he wrote and 


Grenada, and in Canada. 


illustrated called.A Journey into 
our Caribbean Past. The book 
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1 > Claudine Ascher, BFA 83, MA 06, Concordia Political Science Professor Harold 
Chorney, Diane Collet, BFA 76, MA 03, Aino Lutter, BFA 78, Patricia Morris, MFA 
84, and Beverley Wight, BFA 81, MA 91, EMBA 92, participated in a group exhibition called 
“People Scapes,” held December 14-21 at the Atelier La Fine Pointe Gallery in Pointe-Claire, 
Que. 1) Emily with Roses by Harold Chorney 


2 > The works of Jean Pierre Larocque, BFA 86, Kit Griffin, BA 91, Francine 
Potvin, MFA 93, Shelly Low, BFA 96, MFA 00, Daphna Lewinshtein, BFA 06, and 
Amélie Proulx, BFA 06, will appear in the ceramics exhibition, ““Raw/Medium Rare/Well 
Done,” to be held from March 23 until April 17 at Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery. 2) 
Téte by Jean Pierre Larocque 


3 > The Slutsky Pieta, by Erik Slutsky, BFA 86, was chosen by the Reverend Canon Michael 
Stagg of Norwich, England, to illustrate the poem Pieta by R.S. Thomas to inspire participants at a 
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45TH REUNION 


= 
hi 4 Brian Robinson, S BA, 
lives in Coquitlam, B.C. 
“I attended the University of 
Toronto and then earned a BSW 
in 1965 and MSW in 1968, both 
from the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver. I’m 
now retired. I was a Coquitlam 
city councillor from 1976 to 
1996 and I am currently 
vice chair of the Board 
of Education, which is 
responsible for 30,000 
students and 4,000 
staff. I have three 
sons, one daughter and 
five grandchildren. | 
continue to play senior 
ball at age 72. I'd like 
to hear from 1964, Sir 
George Williams grads 
who were involved 
in the Boys’ Clubs of 
Canada student program 
and from anyone who 
worked at the Negro 
Community Centre (as it 
was called then), 


a nS 


a 


where I worked from 1961 to 
1964... okydok@shaw.ca 


Gord Mylks, L BA (poli. sci.), 
lives in Kingston, Ont. “I 
earned a law degree in 1967 
from Queen's University and 
practised law in the Kingston 
area until 19go. | then started a 
property management business, 
called HGM Services, and I 
retired on December 31. My 
wife, Dawn, and I have four 
children, Julie, Christine, Gord 
and Emily. Dawn and I plan 

to travel Canada from coast to 
coast to coast.” hgmyl@kos.net 


=a 
hi tl Michael Thompson, 

S BComm, MBA 74,, 
recently became president and 
chief operating officer of Venus 
Wafers, Inc. The company, 
based in Hingham, Mass., 
produces gourmet crackers. 
Michael and his wife, Susan, 
live in nearby Marblehead. 
He’s active in the Concordia 
University Alumni Association's 
Boston/New England Chapter. 


devotional retreat in Norwich in February. The Reverend Canon Stagg said that the painting struck 


him as “a universal and contemporary point of personal agony and loss.” 3) The Slutsky Pieta 


4 and 5 > Helene Bruderlein, BFA (studio art) 88, and Kathlyn Horibe, BA (journ.) 
92, held an exhibit called “Les chemins de la mémoire / Memory Lane” from January 21 to 
March 13 at the Verdun Culture Centre in Verdun, Que. The photographic exhibition featured 
double exposures, collage and manipulation of old and recent images to depict memories 


about their childhood and their parents’ lives. This was the duo's second collaboration. 
4) Violette and her loves by Héléne Bruderlein and 5) Uncle by Kathlyn Horibe 


6 > Fabienne Lasserre, BFA 96, was part of the exhibition, “Hair Follies,” held January 5 to 


February 6 at Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery. “Hair Follies” was guest curated by 
Meredith Carruthers, MFA 04, and Susannah Wesley, BFA 08, who also contributed 
a video, Hair-done Verdun. The exhibition was initially inspired by a group of wigs hidden in the 
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“I thought I had retired two 
years ago, after 25 years with 
Dare Foods Limited, but a 
former competitor attracted 
me back into the saddle!” 
er 
i William Levy, S BSc, 
lives in Pikesville, Md. 
“I was married and have two 
sons—my eldest is a recent 
Concordia Economics graduate 
(awesome) and my youngest 
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will soon finish CEGEP. I work 
as an international projects 
key account manager for 

the ‘greenest’ company in 
plumbing bath, kitchen and 
shower fixtures, Hansgrohe 
Inc. Go green! I’m a passionate 
photographer and long-time 
family and rights activist/ 
legal advocate. I recently 
attended the inaugural Alumni 
Association Washington, D.C., 
Chapter event. Congrats!” 


Marilyn MacLean Denton, 

BA (soc.), serves as Commercial 
Counsellor and Senior 

Trade Commissioner at the 
Canadian High Commission 

in Pakistan, with accreditation 
to Afghanistan. “This is a 

truly ‘exciting’ part of the 

world to work in at this 

time in its history.” 


| 

1? Gary Boire, L BA 
(English) 72, has been 

appointed Vice-President 

(Academic) at the University 

of Regina in Saskatchewan. 

“I would love to hear from 

Department of English alumni 

at gary.boire@uregina.ca. ” 


77 Brian Claman, BA 


(soc.), lives in Stouffville, 
Ont. “Since graduating from 
Concordia, I have enjoyed a 
30-plus-year career in both 
the public and private policing 
sectors. Since 2007, I have 
been associated 
with GWL Realty 
Advisors in Toronto 
and am in charge 
of security and 
life safety services 
at their flagship 
Canadian location, 


Commerce Court. Located in 
the heart of Canada’s financial 
district, the Commerce Court 
complex comprises four office 
towers and a tenant population 
of more-than 7,000, and 
receives approximately 35,000 
visitors daily. The team | 
manage is responsible for 

the safety and security of the 
complex’s tenants, visitors and 
guests, as well as the protection 
of the complex itself. [am 
married and have two children.” 
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archival storage of the Musée d’art de Joliette in Joliette, Que. 6) La Chevelure 7 by Fabienne 
Lasserre 


7 > Susan Shulman, BFA (studio art) 96, held an exhibition of her work, “Miniscapes,” 
from February 11 to 28 at Conservart Gallery in Montreal. Susan simultaneously launched a 

book with the same title, Miniscapes. The exhibition and book cover a 15-year period of her 
work and include more than 40 original illustrations. susanshu/man.com 1) Channuka 2008 


8 > Khadija Baker, BFA (studio arts) 07, held an exhibit called “Coffin Nest” from 
January through February at the Damascus Arab Capital of Culture in Syria. Khadija was born 
in Amoude, Syria, and earned a BFA in 1996 and a master’s degree in Interior Design in 1999 
from the University of Damascus. She has exhibited in Montreal, Lebanon and Syria, and her 
most recent exhibit, “Behind Walls,” was held in fall 2008 at the Montréal—arts interculturels 
Gallery in Montreal. khajybaker.com 8) Coffin Nest 















9 > Erin McCarthy, BFA (art hist. & studio art) 07, was chosen as the featured artist for the 
2008 journées de Ia culture in the City of Mont-Tremblant, Que., where she lives. Her exhibit, 
“Forms & Emotions, was held September 25 to October 19 and featured paintings in acrylic on 
canvas in a hybrid style combining surrealism, abstraction and landscape. 9) Community 


10 > Alicia Surveyer, BFA (studio art) 07, participated in a group exhibition called 
“Flights of Fancy: The imaginary Canadian Stamp collection,” held September 21, 28 and 
October 5 at the galerie de la ville in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, Que. Alicia has been showing her 
work for 10 years. She has developed an innovative painting style about contemporary issues 
about nature and her impressions of it. Her work is currently archived in the collection of the 
National Gallery of Canada and she is represented by the Precious Ekelektik gallery in Toronto. 
aliciasurveyer.com 10) At One On Stone Beach 
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Pat Hardt, BA (community 
nursing) 77, began her career 
at Concordia in 1978 as a 

nurse in Health Services 

and then worked as an 

advisor and cross-cultural 
counsellor in the International 
Students Office until her 
retirement in 2007. “I would 


love to hear from any of the 





international students | 
proudly watched mature and graduate during my time in the 
International Students Office. That was the most exciting part 
of my career—meeting and working with bright, dynamic and 
interesting international students from every corner of the 
earth. I learned so much from them. I think of them so often 
and wonder how they're doing. I feel like I have children 

all over the world! Since retiring, I’ve been travelling a bit, 
working part-time as a counsellor at the Argyle Institute of 
Human Relations and as a volunteer counsellor at Chez Doris, 
awomen’s shelter in Montreal. Drop me a line or, even better, 
write to this magazine and share what’s happening in your 
career and your part of the world. We are all the richer for 


sharing our stories and experiences.” ladypat2O0@hotmail.com 


have two children: Karine, 
Pls su skelfenbau\enel, 272, 


== 
A? Dwight Bridges, 
BComm, (fin. & mktg.), 
lives in Flower Mound, Tex. 
“I recently changed jobs and 
now work for YMCA USA in 
Flower Mound as the senior 
finance resource specialist. 
My duties include providing 
fiscal resources and support 
to more than 1,000 YMCAs 
across the United States and 
developing tools and resources 
tied to fiscal best practices.” 


=a 
tl 3 Cathryn Irena “Trina” 
(Hill) Harris, BA (APSS & 
psych.), lives in La Verne, Calif. 
“I’ve had a full-time, private 
practice here in California for 
20 years. Iniggo, learned a 
PhD in Clinical Psychology from 
Rosemead Graduate School of 
Psychology in La Mirada, Calif. 
Iam now a licensed psychologist 
and also supervise marriage, 
family and child therapy 
interns. My specialty is the 
integration of psychology and 
theology. The APSS degree was a 
fantastic foundation for my later 


Angela Evaggelie Rokakis, 
BSc, is a self-employed 
biochemist who lives in 
Chania, Crete, Greece. “I have 
lived in Greece since 1978. I 
have three children. My son 

is a civil engineer, one of my 
daughters is an environmental 
engineer and the other is a 
medical school student. I miss 
Montreal and Concordia.” 


Harry Zarins, GrDip (inst. 
admin.), was recently named the 
executive director of the Brain 
Injury Association of Canada, 
located in Gatineau, Que. 

Harry earned BEd and MEd 
degrees from McGill University. 
He is a former director of 
Recreation and Athletics at 
Concordia and was Chef de 
Mission for the 1993 World 
University Summer Games and 
1999 World University Winter 
Games. From 1997 to 2002, 

he served as commissioner of 
both the Ontario- Quebec Inter- 
University Football Conference 
and the Quebec Inter-University 
Football Conference. 


30TH REUNION 


— 
/Q Laurence Hutchman, 
MA (Eng.), has recently 
published his ninth book, 
Reading the Water (Black Moss 
Press). Last fall, Laurence 
read in Fredericton and 
Edmundston, N.B., as well 
as Toronto, Montreal and at 
the Festival international de 
la poésie in Trois- Riviéres, 
Que. He and his wife, 
Mary, live in Edmundston 
and he teaches Canadian 
literature at the Université de 
Moncton’s campus there. 


Yves Ladouceur, BComm, 
lives in Mont-Saint-Grégoire, 
Que. “After spending 27 years 
in the car business on the 
manufacturing side (with GM, 
Toyota, Nissan and Kia), lam 
now a principal associate ina 
Mitsubishi dealership, Coupal 
& Brassard Mitsubishi, in 
Saint-Jean-sur- Richelieu. | 
have been married to Daniéle 
Gamache for 29 years and we 


34 | spring 2009 concordia university magazine 





Naomi Emmerson, BFA 91, is the star and producer of Piaf: 


Love Conquers All, a one-woman, musical drama that tells the 
remarkable story of one of France's greatest singers, Edith 
Piaf. It was an Off Broadway hit in 2007-08 and ran January 28 
to February 6 at the Centaur Theatre in Montreal. “I recently 
returned to Montreal with a show I have been performing and 
producing for five years. I also designed the set and costumes, 
as well as all the graphic designs for the posters and display 
ads. The show has traveled to Ontario, New Jersey, New York 
City, South Carolina and the Philippines. I am very proud of 
the entrepreneurial success of this project. It has enriched 
my life with skills in business I never thought I had and, 


of course, it has expanded my capabilities as an artist!” 





David P. O'Brien, L BA 62, was 
appointed an Officer of the Order 

of Ganada in December for his 
contributions as a respected corporate 
leader and generous supporter 

of post-secondary education 

across Canada. David is Concordia ‘i a 
University’s chancellor and chairman of both the Royal Bank 

of Canada and EnCana Corporation, North America’s largest 
independent oil and gas company. In November, he announced 
a $2-million donation to Concordia’s John Molson School of 
Business to establish a Centre for Sustainable Enterprise. 


Mark David Gerson, BComm 

75, was honoured in November in 
Albuquerque, N.M., for his debut 
novel, The MoonQuest: A True Fantasy 
(LightLines Media, 2007), which 
took the Fantasy/Science Fiction 
prize in a New Mexico competition. 
The MoonQuest is the tale of a young 
bard’s pursuit to restore vision and imagination to a mythical 
land in which stories have been banned and storytellers put to 
death. This was The MoonQuest’s fifth award and its second this 
year: in March, it won a Gold Medal for Visionary Fiction from the 
Independent Book Publisher Awards. Mark is a former assistant 
director of public relations at Concordia and moved to New 
Mexico in 2005. He lives in Santa Fe and also authored The Voice 
of the Muse: Answering the Call to Write (LightLines Media, 2008). 


Sal laconi, BComm 76, received 
Canada’s Telecommunications 
Hall of Fame Career Service 
Award October 29 at the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization in 
Gatineau, Que. Sal retired from 











Bell Canada in 2008 after 30 years of distinguished service. 
Most recently, as senior VP of Product Marketing with Bell’s 
Enterprise Group, he was responsible for a $1.5-billion 
portfolio of services. In 2007, Sal received the Just One 
Person award for his work in the Ottawa community. In 2008, 
he was United Way/Centraide Ottawa Campaign Chair. 


George Vatistas, BEng 77, MEng 80, 
PhD 64, is a professor of Mechanical 
Engineering in Concordia’s Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science. 
In January, George’s research into the 
stability of vortex rings was chosen as 





one of the top 10 discoveries of 2008 
by Québec Science magazine. He and his research team were the 
first to validate Nobel Prize winner J.J. Thomson’s 126-year-old 
theorem of vortices, which has practical applications in the study 
of tornadoes and hurricanes. (See “From Homer to Thomson 

to Concordia,” Concordia University Magazine, Fall 2008.) 


Pat Sheahan, BSc 78, GrDip 61, 
MA 99, is head coach of the Queen’s 





University Gaels football team. In | E 
November, Pat was honoured with 5 & 
the 2008 Frank Tindall Trophy as 5 2 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport we 
(CIS) football coach of the year, the f z 

Go 


first time in his 20-year career as 
a CIS football head coach. In 2008, in Sheahan’s ninth season 
as the Gaels head coach, his team finished 8-0 in conference 
play and claimed its first regular season title since 1997. The 
Gaels suffered a 23-13 loss to the University of Ottawa in the 
semi-final round of the Ontario University Athletics playoffs. 
Pat arrived at Queen's in 2000 after 11 seasons at the helm 

of the Concordia Stingers. In 1998, he led Concordia to a 
Vanier Cup appearance against the Saskatchewan Huskies. 


studies. It allowed undergrads 
to receive hands-on experience 
that usually would not be 
available until master’s-level 
programs. My original intention 
was to return to Canada after 
my training—but then I met 

my American husband. We've 
been married more than 20 
years and have one (almost 
perfect!) daughter in high 
school. I would love to hook up 
with any APSS grads and faculty 
members from our graduating 
class year.” trina@wwdb.org 


Jacques Tétrault, BA (comm. 
studies), is a director for 
Optimum Relations Publiques 
in Montreal. « Aprés 20 ans 
ala radio d'affaires publiques 


chez Astral et prés de quatre 
ans au sein de l’équipe de 
communication du cabinet du 
premier ministre du Québec, je 
viens de me joindre a Cossette, 
branche relations publiques. > 


=a 

Rb Tony Ciorra, BComm 
(admin.), lives in 

Saint-Leonard, Que. “I’ma 

self-employed IT consultant. 

I used to work at Eaton’s 

and Air Canada and was 

president of PC Saint-Laurent 

from 1995 to 2001.” 


fees) 

tl i Myrna Brooks 
Bercovitch, BFA, is the 

Art in Gommunity educator at 

the Henri Bradet Day Centre 

for Seniors in Montreal. Myrna 


is also a mixed media artist, 
educator and illustrator and 
has written a book, entitled 
Life’s a Journey, Destination 
Imagination (Spire Publishing), 
about creative thought 

and the processes used for 
thinking outside the box. 


as 
Q l Lucie Mayer, BFA, lives 
in Bremen, Germany. 
“I’m a lyric artist and I recently 
gave a recital of French music 
as part of the activities related 
to the Kunsthalle Bremen 
exhibit of Gustave Caillebotte’s 
paintings. The recital was a 
premiere in Germany and, for 
the occasion, I also premiered 
works by the painter's brother, 
Martial.” luciemayer.com 


== 

0] Helen Doner, BA (APSS), 
lives in Toronto. “I have 

recently opened a staffing and 

recruitment agency called 

Sheer Energee Solutions 

(sheerenergee.com). We 

have workers in healthcare, 

IT, finance, accounting, 

engineering and education. 

Looking forward to 

hearing from you!” info® 

sheerenergee.com 


Robert Lindblad, BA (poli. 
sci.), ran unsuccessfully as 
an independent candidate 
in the riding of Verdun 

in the Quebec provincial 
elections on December 8. 
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=a 
0} Ohannes Keuylian, MBA, 


lives in Dallas, Tex. “After 
14, years with Industry Canada, 
[ joined Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade Canada 
in 2007. In November 2008, I 
moved to Dallas. lam currently 
the trade commissioner 
responsible for investment 
with the Canadian Consulate 
General. If you're in Dallas, 
say hi’ or drop by.” ohannes. 
keuylian@international.gc.ca 


10TH REUNION 


== 
0 Q Michel Jose Fortier, BA 
(urban planning), and his 
band, Republic of Peach, have 
released their first CD, ...thaw 
the souls (republicofpeach.com). 
“Wishing all my fellow 
Concordians ‘live love life.’ ” 


a 

00 Ahren Sternberg, 
BComm (MIS), lives 

in Toronto. “From 2000 to 

2003, I travelled and taught 


ESL in South Korea. I enjoyed 
extensive travel through 
southeast Asia, Europe and 
Egypt. In 2004, I earned a BEd 
from the Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education of the 
University of Toronto. I’m 
now a Grade 5 teacher with 
the Toronto District School 
Board and coach basketball, 
baseball and football. I’m 
pursuing a master’s degree 

in Education. In July 2007, I 
married Valerie Eisenhauer 
in Costa Rica. We're expecting 


a baby boy in April.” 


a 

0 3 Patricia Brooks- 
Lemoine, BFA (film 

studies), recently earned a 

law degree from Université 

de Montréal. Patricia is now 

working on major donor 

relations and planned giving for 

the Multiple Sclerosis Society 

of Canada in Montreal. She is 

also co-author of Aberdeen 

Bay’s Travel Guide to Montreal 

(2009, aberdeenbay.com). ™ 


New job? Just moved? Just married? Or just want 
to let your former classmates know what you've 


been up to? Visit 


alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/keepintouch 


Or mail or email us any information about yourself—don’t be 
shy—you'd like to appear in Class Acts. 


Please include: your name (including name at graduation); 
year(s) of graduation and degree(s) from Concordia, Loyola 
or Sir George, and other universities; street address, phone 
number(s) and email address; and any other relevant personal 
or business info and messages that you'd like to appear. 


By email: alumni@alcor.concordia.ca Subject: Class Acts 


By mail: Class Acts, Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, 


FB-520, Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 
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Ng Wing Wah (James Wing), 
S BSc 46, died November 
9 in Montreal. James was a 


prominent member of the 
Montreal Chinese community. 
In 2006, he received an apology 
and $20,000 in compensation 
from the Government of 
Canada to redress the injustice 
of the head tax imposed 
between 1885 and 1923 on 
Chinese immigrants. He was 
born in Guangdong, China, and 
joined his father in Canada in 
1923. His father couldn't afford 
to bring other members of 

his family because each was 
required to pay a $500 head 
tax. In 1932, James returned 
to China to marry. In 1936, he 
came back to Canada without 
his wife, Guim Shong Lee, 

and their two children, due to 
immigration restrictions. He 
earned his Sir George Williams 
degree in biology, then studied 
electronics and began to work 
for Canadian Marconi, where 
he remained until he retired in 
1977. James's wife was finally 
allowed to enter Canada in 
1952. She died in 1981. Two 
years later, James married 
Imelda Morin, who died the 
Same day as him. James is 
survived by his children from 
his first marriage, Fa Shao and 
Su Yue, and from his second, 
Simon. He was 96. 


Hal McCarney, L BA 48, died 
September 16 in Kingston, 
Ont. Hal was a city councillor 
in Gananoque, Ont. He 

was president and CEO of 
Gananoque Boat Line from 
1970 to 1998. He wrote fiction 
and poetry and co-founded 
the Gananoque Playhouse 
and Community Centre and 
Festival of the Islands. In 
1995, he was inducted into 
the Concordia Athletic Hall 

of Fame as a football and 





basketball player. Today, 

the Hal McCarney Trophy 

is awarded to outstanding 
offensive and defensive 
Stinger football linemen. Hal 
was also involved with Queen's 
University football. He is 
survived by his wife, Kathleen 
(Kally), and his children, 
Christopher, Paul, Karen and 
Kathleen. He was 81. 


Father J. Brian Peckham, 
S.J., L attendee 53, died 
October 19 in Toronto. Brian 
was born in Montreal, entered 
the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) 
in 1951 and was ordained as 

a priest in 1967. He became a 
professor of Biblical Studies 
and Near and Middle Eastern 
Civilization at Regis College 
at the Toronto School of 
Theology and Centre for 

the Study of Religion at the 
University of Toronto. Brian 
was arespected scholar and 
a beloved teacher and friend. 
He was /4. 


William Derkach, S BComm 
59, died November 28 in 
Montreal. He is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth Sabados, and 
his children, Robert, Kenneth 
and Cynthia. He was 81. 


Ross Gordon Leverette, 
S BSc 58, died October 7 in 
Hudson Heights, Que. Ross 
was a teacher and school 
administrator, as well as 

an avid volunteer, sailor, 
canoeist and skier. He is 
survived by his wife, Betty 
Jane, and his children, Ken 
and Beth. Ross was 77. 


Melvin C. Zwaig, S BComm 
59, died February 26, 2009, 
in Toronto. Mel was founder 
of Zwaig Consulting, a 
financial restructuring and 
forensic accounting firm in 


Toronto. In his nearly 50- 
year career, he administered 
cases in Canada, the United 
States and abroad and 
advised governments on 
insolvency and forensic 
matters. He was a member 
of several professional 
associations and sat on the 
boards of numerous public 
institutions. Mel is survived 
by his wife, Machleh, and 
his sons, Arnie, Brian 

and Harlan, BComm 91. 

He was 72. 


Zdenek (Stan/Sidney) 

M. Dobrovolny, S BComm 
62, died October 9 in 
Montreal. Zdenek spoke 

five languages and loved 
classical music. He had a 
lifelong devotion and made 
Significant contributions 

to Sokol Canada and Sokol 
Abroad, a non-governmental 
Czech sports and gymnastic 
organization. Zdenek is 
survived by his wife, Caroline 
(Kaja), and his children, Paul 
and Mary Anne. He was 83. 


Marika (Marianne) Ainley, 
S BA 64, died September 26 
in Montreal. Marika studied 
industrial chemistry in her 
native Hungary in the ‘50s. 
She then came to Montreal 
and earned a degree in 
English and French literature 
from Sir George Williams 

and an MA and PhD in the 
history of science. She began 


teaching at Concordia in 1988. 


From 1991 to 1995, Marianne 
was the principal of the 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute. 
She then served as professor 
and chair of Women's Studies 
at the University of Northern 
British Columbia in Prince 
George, where she taught 
until 2002 and was named 
Professor Emeritus in 2005. 


In recent years, she turned 
to painting and had her work 
exhibited in Victoria, B.C. 
Marika is survived by her 
husband David Ainley, S BA 
69, and her children, Vicky 
and Mark. 


Yarema Gregory (Gerry) 
Kelebay, L BA 64, died 
November 3 in Montreal.Gerry 
had been an associate professor 
in the Faculty of Education at 
McGill University. He was an 
active and committed member 
of the Canada's Ukrainian 
community, for which he 

was recently presented with 

the Order of Ukraine by the 
Government of Ukraine. Gerry 
is survived by his wife, Diana 
Grafton, and his children, 
Alexandra and Katie. He was 65. 


John Penner, S BA 64, died 
September 26 in Montreal. 

In his honour, a number 

of his friends are raising 
money toward a bursary to 
help international students 
at Concordia. For those 
interested in making a 
donation, contact Vern Eccles 
at peccles@sympatico.ca. 
John is survived by his wife, 
Mariette. He was 80. 


Freda (Coodin) Posner, 
S BA 68, died November 12 
in Winnipeg. Freda was a 
talented pianist, choir director 
and music teacher. She won 
several, first-place prizes at 
the annual Winnipeg Music 
festival and, later in her 
life, directed an inner-city 
school choir that earned 35 
competition trophies. Freda 
is survived by her husband, 
Craig, and her children, 
Marshall and Rachel. 


Mark James Murphy, 
L BSc 61, died October 24 


in Clearwater Beach, Fla. 
Following his graduation from 
Loyola, Mark earned his MSc 
in chemistry from Holy Cross 
University in Worcester, Mass., 
and began a fulfilling career 
at Johnson and Johnson. 

He and his family lived in 
Montreal, Toronto, Clearwater, 
Fla., and Skillman, N.J., before 
his retirement at the age of 
54. Mark supported many 
charities, including Wilderness 
Inguiry, an organization that 
arranges outdoor experiences 
for able-bodied and disabled 
people. Mark is survived 

by wife, Francine, and his 
children, Mark, Jeff and Erin. 


Gordon Howard James, 
BA (comm. studies) 77, died 
April 1 in Mississauga, Ont. 
For more than 25 years, 
Gordon was a producer of 
stage, concert and television 
awards specials and events. 
In 2004, he produced The 
Calling, a widescreen HDTV 
film for Olympic SPIRIT 
Toronto, a joint venture 
between the International 
Olympic Committee and 
the Canadian Olympic 
Committee. The Calling won 
the Amova Award at the 
World Sports Movies & TV 
Festival in Milan, Italy, and 
the Olympic Spirit Award at 
the first FICTS Sport Film 
Festival in Warsaw, Poland. 
Gordon is survived by his 
mother, Pauline, and his 
brother, Robert. He was 56. 


Ridley McCourtie, BSc 

77, died November 22 in 
Montreal. In 2000, Ridley 

was the proud recipient of 

an award from the Jewish 
General Hospital for 20 years 
of dedicated service. She is 
survived by her siblings, Dodd, 
Milton and Lena. 


David Ahdoot, BEng 80, died 
October 28 in Montreal. David 
had been president of HyerTec 
Group in Ville Saint-Laurent, 
Que. He is survived by his wife, 
Louiselle, and his children, 
Sandrine, Daniel and Eliane. 


Lori A. Hyland=Macdonald, 
BComm 82, died November 

1 in Ottawa. Lori had been 

a manager of employment 
with Bell Canada in Ottawa. 
She was predeceased by her 
husband, Allen J. MacDonald, 
BComm 80. She is survived by 
her children, David, Matthew 
and Jonathan. Lori was 49. 


Peter Oskar Schneider, 
EMBA 88, died November 
25 in Montreal. Peter, who 
was born in Germany, was 

a medical doctor. He was 
director of the Centre for 
International Management 
Studies at McGill University's 
Desautels Faculty of 
Management. Peter is 
survived by his wife, Sharon, 
and his children, David, 
Melanie and Paul. He was 64. 


Janice Cristine Bonsor, 

BA 99, died June 24, 2008 in 
Montreal. She and her husband, 
Marc Leo Gélinas, had been in a 
car accident and he succumbed 
to his injuries from the accident 
on December 16, 2007. Cristine 
had completed an environmental 
management training program 
and worked at the experimental 
seed farm at McGill University's 
Macdonald Campus. She is 
survived by her parents, Francine 
and Norman, and her sister, 
Candice. Cristine was 31. 


Christine (Tamar) Leibovict, 
BComm 04, died October 27 

in Montreal. She is survived by 

her parents, Alex Leibovict and 
Gisele Levert. Christine was 32. 





Carnivals, poetry and pastry 


lacks in Montreal 

1628-1986: An 

Urban Demography 
($29.95), by Dorothy W. 
Williams, BA (hist.) 84, MA 
(hist.) 99, first appeared 
in 1989. Written for the 
Quebec Human Rights 
Commission, the book 
provided an historical 
study of the Montreal black 
community's residential 
patterns and population 


Dorothy W. William: 
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demographics. But that 
mundane description does 
not do justice to the book’s 
scope. Blacks in Montreal 
covers more than 4,50 years 
of the black experience in 
Greater Montreal, from 
the days of slavery through 
post-Second-World-War 
immigration until the latter 
part of the 20th century, 
providing an overview 

of the discrimination, 

job segmentation and 
housing exclusion faced 
by community members. 
Blacks in Montreal has 
been reprinted, with an 
accompanying CD that 
features an interview with 
Williams discussing her 


childhood in Montreal’s 
Little Burgundy district. 
Williams also authored 
Road to Now: History of 
Blacks in Canada (1997) and 
earned a PhD in 2006 from 
McGill University’s School 
of Library Information 

and Science. In 2002, 

she was named a Quebec 
Laureate and awarded the 


Anne Greenup Prize for 
the Fight against Racism 


and the Promotion of 

Civic Participation. Blacks 
in Montreal is available 

at dorothywilliams.ca, the 
Concordia University 
Bookstore and several other 
Montreal locations. 

Dimitris Ilias, BFA 92, 
GrDip (adv. music perf.) 99, 
is an operatic tenor and co- 
founder and artistic director 
of Montreal-based Chroma 
Musika, which promotes 
Hellenic classical music. 
Chroma Musika recently 
released two charming, 
Greek-language children’s 
books and accompanying 
CDs. The first, The Little 
Fugitives and the House 
in the Forest/Ot Muxpotu 
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Pvyaoes Kou To Lati Xto 
Aaoosc (Chroma Musika, 
$30), by George Papadakis, 
follows the adventures 

of four children who get 


with a special interest in 
coaching and mentoring 
women. In 1 Piece Of Advice 
(1 Piece Of Advice, $34,.95, 
Ipieceofadvice.com), the duo 





trapped in a haunted house. 
The second, The Carnival of 
Miracles and Monsters/To 
KapvaB At tav Ove TOV 
Kou TOV Tep tov (Chroma 
Musika, $35), by Mihalis 
Makropoulos, relates the 
story of how two children 
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dressed in homemade 
costumes visit a carnival, 
where they are abducted 
by the jealous King of the 
Night. The accompanying 
CDs include narration and 
vocals by Montreal-area 
children of Greek origin, 
as directed by Ilias and 
recorded by Concordia 
Associate Professor of Music 
Marc Corwin at the Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall. The 
books/CDs are available 

at chromamusika.com and 
the Greek Bookstore in 
Montreal. 

Patricia J. Moser-Stern, 
MBA 64, and Barbara 
Kathleen Moser are 
successful business women 


1 Piece of Advice’ 


Exceptional women from around the globe 


gathered words of wisdom 
from career women all 
around the world that are 
meant to encourage young 
women to unlock their 
potentials. The impressive 
list of international 
contributors includes Helen 


Insfere you to unbock your potential 





Gurley Brown, editor of 
Cosmopolitan magazine, 
and Joyce Alouch, a Kenyan 
Court of Appeal Judge. 
From Canada, it includes 
journalist and diplomat 
Pamela Wallin, CEO and 
co-founder of Indigo Books 
& Music Heather Reisman 
and film director Deepa 
Mehta. Moser-Stern lives in 
Markham, Ontario. 

Denise Roig, BA 94,, has 
published two collections of 
short stories—A Quiet Night 
and a Perfect End (1995) and 
Any Day Now (2004). She has 
written professionally for 
30 years and taught creative 
writing and journalism at 
Concordia. But Butter Cream: 


A Year in a Montreal Pastry 
School (Signature Editions, 
$18.95) is Roig’s first, 
non-fiction book. In it, she 
chronicles her deliciously 
intense, 11-month 
experience learning the 
finer skills of baking while 
interacting with teachers 
and students at the Pearson 
Adult and Career Centre in 
Montreal. A native of Los 
Angeles, Calif., Roig lived in 
Montreal for many years and 
recently moved to Abu Dhabi 





a poempark (Wolsak and 
Wynn Publishers Ltd., 
$17), Avasilichioaei uses 
Vancouver's Hastings Park 
as a natural palimpsest, 
creating and recreating 
her interpretations of the 
park’s landscape, history 
and architecture. She lives 
in Montreal and coordinates 
the Atwater Poetry Project 
reading series. 

In Blue Infinity 
(PublishAmerica, $19.95), 
the latest novel by 
Constantine (Konstantine) 
Komborozos, BA 06 (English 
lit.), a husband and wife 
set out to circumnavigate 
the Aegean Sea. But they 
soon lose track of time 
and place and eventually 
encounter others who come 
from different historic 
periods. The couple discover 
the sea is a manifestation 
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Coaching 


Pushing the limits of Excellence 


May 30-31, 2009 





Discover what 21st century 
coaching can do for you 
and your organization 


Take a personal journey 
and find out how coaching 
transforms lives 


A two-day experiential seminar that opens the 
doorways to professional and personal coaching. 


Immerse yourself in the unique and powerful 
methodology of coaching. Learn how coaching 
breathes life into visions. 


z Konsontine Somartzi : 
Idiocy — of a consciousness that vs 
transcends time and space. Cost: For more information 


Patrick McDonagh 


$295 plus tax 





with her husband, Raymond 


Beauchemin, MA 92, and 
their daughter. 

The poetry of Oana 
Avasilichioaei, MA 02, 
has gained international 
attention. Avasilichioaei’s 
first poetry collection, 
Abandon (2005), will 
soon appear ina Spanish 
translation. Her English 
translation of Occupational 
Sickness, by Romanian poet 
and Nobel Prize nominee 
Nichita Stanescu, was 
published in 2006. Her 
writings have also appeared 
in Canadian, American, 
Australian and Norwegian 
literary journals. In feria: 


Komborozos is a Montreal- 
based writer whose previous 
novel was Tempus Fugit 
(2008). 

Being called an “idiot” is 
never a good thing. But in 
Idiocy: A Cultural History 
(University of Chicago Press, 
$50.95), Patrick McDonagh, 
PhD 98, explains that the 
term’s meaning has shifted 
as a result to time, place 
and established social and 
cultural considerations. 
McDonagh focuses on 
igth century Britain and 
examines influences from 
the United States and France, 
citing literary, popular, 
scientific and socio-political 
discussions of the day. 
Through his study, he offers 
a better understanding 
of our changing concepts 
of intellectual disability. 
McDonagh is a Montreal- 


based freelance writer. 


and to register visit: 
Early registration 

Before April 15,2009 
Non-student: $265 plus tax 
Full-time student: $250 plus tax | 


coaching.concordia.ca 
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Weathering the storm together 


BY KATHY R. ASSAYAG 


VICE-PRESIDENT, ADVANCEMENT AND 
ALUMNI RELATIONS, CONCORDIA 
UNIVERSITY, AND PRESIDENT, 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 


oth Concordia President 
and Vice-Chancellor Judith 
Woodsworth and | were proud 
to witness the spirit of togetherness 
that makes the Concordia community 
unique during our visit in February 
to our Vancouver, Calgary and 
Edmonton alumni chapters. The 
support and warm hospitality we 
received from our alumni were proot- 
positive that Concordia benefits from 
tremendous goodwill. (The magazine’s 
June issue will include more coverage 
of our visit to western Canada and to the 
United States chapters in April.) 
The mood at these meet-and- 
greet cocktail receptions was 
contagiously enthusiastic and the 
turnout far exceeded our expectations. 
As Dr. Woodsworth noted in the 
diary (president.concordia.ca/ 
speechesandmessages) she kept 
throughout our trip, ‘these gatherings 
brought together a diverse group of 
alumni Lranging in ages from their 
early 8os to their early 20s] yet the 
friendships across generations and 
across occupations and fields of study 
was strongly evident.” 
Concordia boasts 150,000 graduates 
worldwide, including some 3,500 
in western Canada. Alumni who 
participated in the event expressed 
both a deep affection for Loyola College 
and Sir George Williams University, 
our founding institutions, and a keen 
interest in the Concordia of today. They 
were eager to lend a hand in planning 
these events, and expressed a desire to 
help promote our university, recruit 
students and serve as our ambassadors. 
Edmonton Chapter President 
Peter Pagano, L BA 67, who assisted 
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Kathy Assayag (right) with Concordia 
President and Vice-Chancellor Judith 
Woodsworth (left) and Calgary Chapter 
president Dan Rochon, BComm 77, at the 
Meet the President and Vice-Chancellor 
Cocktail Reception February 18 in Calgary. 


in organizing the reception in the 
Albertan capital, said he was “happy to 
have another opportunity to promote 
the university that continues to play an 
important role in our lives.” 

Besides giving of their personal time 
and efforts, our alumni also prove to be 
among our most generous benefactors. 
They choose to keep investing in 
Concordia with a “count me in” 
attitude. They share fond memories of 
their experiences as students, value the 
pivotal role education continues to play 
in their lives, and are eager to mentor 
future generations of scholars. 

Much of this unwavering support is 
reflected in the results of our Annual 
Giving Campaign. Despite the economic 
downturn, we ve managed to raise 26.5 
percent more than the previous year. 
The number of contributors to the 
campaign also increased by 15 percent! 

Our alumni are also reaching out to 
others and creating more opportunities 
for both personal and professional 
development. For example, they 
are increasingly taking part in our 
popular Mentor Program, which allows 
them to dispense career advice and 


guidance to both our students and 
younger alumni. The program is so 
successful that participants have 
asked for more events and activities 
that would make it conducive for 
them to network and exchange 
ideas. 

That's why the Concordia 
University Alumni Association and 
Advancement and Alumni Relations 
Office recently expanded the 
program to include new initiatives, 
such as the speed-networking (think 
of speed dating but with a twist!) 
event that was part of Homecoming 
2008. In February and March, we 

launched “Dinner for 8,” which makes 
it possible for students to meet with 
alumni and ask them questions about 
their work experiences in a relaxed 
setting while sharing a meal. 

Some alumni offered their homes 
while others hosted their groups in 
restaurants. Our initial feedback 
indicates that these dinners were an 
enriching experience and value-added 
offering to both alumni and students. 
“I would say it’s the real meaning of 
networking, a high quality one. By being 
part of this event, | feel a strong sense 
of belonging to Concordia, and I highly 
appreciate the fact that Concordia has 
done so much to offer great support to 
its students and alumni. | really feel like 
home whenever | think of Concordia,” 
one student commented. 

These adverse economic times 
have actually succeeded in drawing 
individuals closer together and uniting 
members of the Concordia community 
toward the common causes of higher 
education and promoting personal 
and professional growth. Indeed, it is 
incumbent on each and every one of us— 
now, more than ever—to get involved and 
become active members of our growing 
community of alumni, students, friends 
and donors. Together, we can weather 
any storm and help chart Concordia’s 
path toward a better future. m 


Annual premium BS 


Cess: 
Tax oleouction —2386 
Prescriptions —~ 64 
Dental check-up -~(5O 
Eve exam - 35 


Massage therapist -Iuo 
YOUR COST £0 


ALUMNI HEALTH & DENTAL INSURANCE 





A quick lesson in getting your coverage to pay for itself. 


For only dollars a day, the Alumni Health & Dental 
Insurance covers a wide range of medical bills 
not covered by your provincial health plan. Your 
premiums may even be tax deductible if you're 
self-employed or a small business owner. Plus 
with guaranteed acceptance plans, you could get 
approved on the same day! 


Speak to a licensed agent at 1-866-842-5757. 


What will life MEM mee uvLelilecla (EVA lin 


teach you? 





Premium is for a 40-year-old adult on Base Health & Dental Plan. Tax deduction assumes 40% marginal rate. 
Table is for illustrative purposes only and is not meant to be representative of every situation. You should seek 
the advice of a professional to determine your eligibility for tax deductions. 
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enncecdia Univer aig 
Alumni Association 


Underwritten by: 


MM! Manulife Financial 


The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 
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THE CLEARSIGHT INVESTMENT PROGRAM 
AND HARTFORD INVESTMENTS: NOW ~~ 
WORKING TOGETHER FOR CONCORDIA CUAA 
UNIVERSITY ALUMNI. 


The Clearsight Investment Program from Wellington West is pleased to PORTEQ!|O | FREE BOOK OFFER FOR 
provide Concordia University alumni with a strong partner in Hartford FIRST AID CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Investments. Heatriier investinc | ALUMNI 


Sign up online to receive our 
free e-newsletter, The ViewPoint, 


Hartford Investments give you the peace of mind of working with a 
company with a nearly 200-year legacy of helping clients. You gain access 

feo y y 7 . P J g pe and receive a free copy of 
to top money managers—some of the brightest investment pension es oe Portfolio First Aid: Expert Advice 
managers in the business. And you have the choice of 14 exceptional core UE ? for Healthier Investing. * 
funds—the foundation of any sound investment portfolio. sci 





Promo code: 20A1208PFA 


TO GET THE STRENGTH OF HARTFORD INVESTMENTS 
WORKING FOR YOU, CONTACT THE CLEARSIGHT 
INVESTMENT PROGRAM FROM WELLINGTON WEST TODAY. 


Visit clearsight.ca/concordia/offer 
1.877.464.6104 


WELLINGTON WEST 


CLEARSIGHT INVESTMENT PROGRAM 





THE. 


HARTFORD 


Hartford Investments 





*Book offer available until June 30, 2009 or while quantities last. Some conditions apply. Offer subject to change. 

The Clearsight Investment Program is available through (1) Wellington West Capital Inc., and (2) Wellington West Financial Services Inc., a member 

of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association of Canada. Paid for in part by Hartford Investments Canada Corp. and Clearsight Inc. Commissions, trailing 
commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. Mutual 
funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. C2097 


